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THA! HOLD-UP 


Now it can be revealed. ... We couldn’t give 
you a full report before of how Non-Violent 
Action in Vietnam had completed its visit to 
Cambodia and at least half the party had re- 
turned to England—because we knew that 
others of the team had remained in south-east 
Asia and were making their way surreptitiously 
into Thailand for a risky and necessarily un- 
publicised demonstration. 

Our photo shows Pat Arrowsmith being con- 
fronted at gun-point by Thai police as she and 
others in the group tried to give out leaflets to 
American servicemen at the US bomber base 
at Udon. Miss Arrowsmith, Rachel Blake, Jenny 
James, Nigel Gray, Kevin Huddy, Philip Wilson, 
Derek Russell and Muriel and Ben Azmier were 
detained by the Thai authorities, but, accord- 
ing to the Foreign Office, not badly treated. 
hey are to be deported on the next available 

ight. 


Pol 
—who 


needs 
it? 


As Britain launches her fourth Polaris submarine 
at Birkenhead next Friday, the demand for 
unilateral nuclear disarmament will be just as 
urgent as ever it was. The attainment of lasting 
peace, to which almost everybody presumably 
aspires, requires the transformation of our own 


society. That is a revolutionary issue for every 
concerned citizen in this country. 


There is no automatic built-in safety factor in our 
international nuclear power-struggle. Contrary to 
the protestations of military strategists and bright 
technicians, this sort of modern weapons- 
technology is not equipped with any kind of in- 
fallible safety-mechanism—arithmetically, ‘these 
bombs are bound to go off, whether by accident or 
by design, within the next generation. 

Nuclear war is politically irrational and morally 
an indefensible atrocity, whoever initiates it. Since 
there is no guarantee whatever that preparation 
for such war will lead to anything but war, we are 
forced to conclude that this preparation is itself 
an atrocity and degradation of mankind. Yet none 
of the world’s nuclear Powers gives any indication 
of being ready or willing to take risks by with- 
drawing immediately from this madness. 


Their alleged “disarmament conferences’’ are 
meaningless. Everybody is locked in moral paraly- 
sis: politicians talk at each other as if they were 
machines, just as do the generals, scientists, and 
opinion-makers—even though ‘they are fully cog- 
nizant of the character of the war for which these 
weapons are being manufactured. The understood 
nature of modern warfare may lead to ‘the aboli- 
tion of war, to be sure—provided that men ‘try to 
face the facts about the abolition of war, about 
the suicidal rivalries of modern power-states, and 
then act on the facts. 


In this situation, the inescapable conclusion is that 
we can no longer afford to maintain our depend- 
ence on traditional ways of thinking—nor on con- 
ventional political behaviour—in the vain hope 
that these will save our skins for us. We have to 


sg el 


find some new pattern of action—by rupturing our 
present nuclear status quo unilaterally—and this 
requires first a moral and political decision and 
then an act of will. 


Basically this is the old familiar case for uni- 
lateral nuclear disarmament by this country—but 
the puzzling thing is that it is so rarely heard to 
be put these days. Why is this? 


We don’t pretend fully to understanding why, but 
perhaps we can make some suggestions. Partly it 
is disenchantment resulting from the false dawn 
of the Kennedy-Kruschev Test Ban Treaty and the 
abysmal failure of so many social and economic 
reforms under the Labour Government—but 
pacifists are usually more resilient than this! 
Mainly, we fear, it is thinly-veiled cynicism—a 
slavish identification with the fraudulent and 
powerful, comprised of despair in the possibilities 
for abolishing the coercive State plus despair at 
the dismal lack of hard results after so much 
intensive work and campaigning effort during the 
last ten years. Consequently the demonstrations 
that will be taking place this weekend in Birken- 
hee are, in one sense, a salutary indication of our 
ailure. 


We have failed, certainly—but nevertheless we 
must present the argument and keep on working 
for the goal. It is the war-psychology surrounding 
events like next weekend’s launching that is so 
terribly dangerous. It is the psychology of collec- 
tive hate (forget the smiling faces as the bottle of 
champagne is swung): the psychology of not let- 
ting those “Communist bastards” or—from the 
other side—those “ imperialist war-mongers” get 
away with anything: the psychology of uppity 
righteousness and nationalistic pride: the psycho- 
logy of stockpiling weapon after weapon of mass- 
extermination and calling this a peace policy! And 
thissis what must be wiped off the slate and 
eliminated. 

Disarming umilaterally is a genuine and meaning- 
ful alternative in our present world-condition of 
colonial revolution, growing poverty and spiralling 
arms race. It will come, if it ever does, when some 
nation transmutes the sentiment of “war shall 
not be” from-_an_analysis with which every sane 
man agrees into the concrete programmatic basis 
for national action. 
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War and Peace News 


Two recent manifestations of the 
policy of Peace News have caused me 
to wonder about its effectiveness in 
the peace movement. 

A month ago we read in the editorial 
that “it is hard to see how the North 
Koreans’ coup can be considered as 
anything more than a brilliant exam- 
ple of direct action.” The fact that the 
Pueblo crisis, to which this quotation 
refers, has now cooled considerably 
does not excuse the irresponsibility of 
a claim of this kind. Although it is in 
everyone’s nature to sympathise with 
the tiny nation which defies the 
mighty oppressor, such acts of armed 
aggression, even if they can be effec- 
ted without loss of life, are fraught 
with the most incalculable potential- 
ities of violence and destruction. We 
know that the whole system is rotten 
and potentially destructive, but the 
small nation which presses the trigger 
is no less guilty than the powerful 
one, Even the Cuba crisis contained 
less actual physical coercion than this 
recent incident. 

As peace workers, we should be accus- 
tomed to this disguise of military 
initiatives by civilian phrases. Bob 
Overy’s methods of description in this 
case can be used just as easily to 
label as “ police action” the Russian 
suppression of the Hungarian upris- 
ing. The Vietnam War itself started 
under similar verbal masks. 

Now I see that the windows in 
Caledonian Road are being used to 
advertise the March 17 protest against 
American aggression. May I point out 
that. the theme of this rally is not 
“Peace in Vietnam” but “ Victory 
for the Vietcong”. We might expect 
Communist support for the protest 
movement but not that of the genuine 
peace movement. It is one ‘thing ‘to 
show one’s solidarity with the Viiet- 
namese people; it is another thing 
entirely to support the war, even on 
the nationalist side. We should re- 
member that the Vietnamese people 
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are suffering ‘both at the hands of the 
pro-Saigon forces and at 'the hands of 
the Vietcong; a political settlement is 
the only logical objective for peace 
workers. Moreover, guerrilla warfare, 
as practised by the Vietcong, makes 
even less of a distinction between the 
civilian and the military in ‘its targets 
than does the more “ organised ” war- 
fare of the South. Genuine peace 
workers should ‘think twice before 
supporting the protest on ‘the 17th. 
To say that violence is inherent in the 
oppressive systems which keep 
governments ‘like the South Vietnam- 
ese and the Americans ‘in power iis no 
answer to those who accuse peace 
workers of being selective in their 
criticisms of military activities. If 
Peace News is interested only in anti- 
authoritarianism, it should say so and 
find itself a new name. If it genuinely 
supports peace, it must be consistent 
in its assessments of aggression, for 
herein the whole credibility of the 
peace movement is at stake. 

Clive T. Robinson, 

39 Gray’s Inn Road, 

London WC1. . 


March 17 


I find it amazing that so many people 
in the peace movement are support- 
ing the proposed demonstration for 

March 17. The slogan “ solidarity with 

the Vietnamese people against Ameri- 

can aggression” is all very nice, 
frightfully daring, and means absol- 
utely nothing. This demonstration will 
let Wilson and Co off the hook com- 
pletely. Violent themes and violent 
actions are exactly what the British 
and American press would like to 
hear. They also undo years of hard 

work by CND, the Committee of 100, 

and others in breaking down barriers 

of fear, hatred and prejudice. 

We are for peace in Vietnam. That 

means that we must support freedom 

for the Vietnamese people, but exactly 
how this is brought about in Vietnam 
is beyond our power to control from 

Britain. 

It is our job to help force the Ameri- 

can aggressors to withdraw. This 

means: 

1 Get Britain to dissociate from 
American policy in Vietnam. 

2 Subvert US troops in Britain, En- 
courage desertion and demonstra- 
tions against the war by Americans 
in Britain. 

3 Stop playing at being brave and 
gaily taking sides with the libera- 
tion forces when we could have 
some real influence in weakening 
the aggressor. 

All that gas about solidarity is exactly 

what the US government and the CIA 

would like us to say. Forget March 17. 

It is irrelevant and dangerous. British 

dissociation must be our priority, and 

YCND’s demonstration on March 24 is 

the time to make a major step in forc- 

ing a real British initiative for peace 
and freedom in Vietnam. 

Alistair Bucknell, 

Chairman, YCND, 

5 Caledonian Road, 

London N1, 


Vietnam aid 


Your comment on February 23 on the 
Disasters Emergency Committee’s 
action is indeed one sided and ill 
informed. 

At the meeting on February 19 all five 
agencies, not one only, were pressing 
for aid to be sent to North Vietnam. 
An allocation of £50,000 was made, 
four days before you published your 
comment. 

All agencies are well aware of the 
channels for supplies to Hanoi without 
needing advice from the Medical Aid 
Committee. Oxfam alone has sent 
£20,000 worth of medical supplies, 


both direct and through the Red 
Cross. We are in regular and close 
touch with the Medical Aid Commit- 
tee: but even it is hardly in a position 
to recommend immediate ways of 
spending a sum of the order of 
£50,000. 

We hope to overcome the handicap of 
being denied entry to North Vietnam 
and to NLF territory in the South. In 
the meantime, the Red Cross is set- 
ting up a base in Phnom Penh in Cam- 
bodia better to serve ‘these areas. 
Whilst suffering and need continue in 
the North, your television screen will 
have shown you the desperate misery 
and destruction in the cities of the 
South. It was to help here that British 
agencies naturally approached the 
British Ambassador for advice. This 
has no bearing on our completely 
apolitical approach to the urgent 
needs of the whole of Vietnam. It was 
the Disasters Emergency Committee 
and not the Ambassador who launched 
the Appeal. 

G. W. Aeworth, 

Field Secretary for Asia, 

OXFAM, 

274, Banbury Road, 

Oxford. 


Responsible criminals 


In recent weeks there has been so 
much woolly-minded “ liberal” think- 
ing about the “ irresponsible ”, “ anti- 
social” criminal in the pages of 
Peace News that it is about time some- 
one put the question in perspective. 
There is general agreement amongst 
your correspondents that the criminal 
is anti-social, irresponsible, sick, evil 
and in need of either restraint or 
psychiatric treatment. As what truth 
there is in these opinions has already 
been stated and is to a large extent 
self-evident I shall take them as read 
and proceed to a biased argument 
from the opposite point of view. 
(From the two we might get some 
reasonable picture.) 

In my opinion criminals are amongst 
the most responsible section of 
society. Further, because of their 
active challenging of authoritarian 
morality and bourgeois concepts of 
property they are potentially a great 
force for changing society. I stress 


active challenging because too many 
of us intellectually oppose this society 
but emotionally we are so masochistic 
that we do nothing to change it. We 
are emotionally impotent. We are the 
sheep as opposed to David Holbrook’s 
wolves. We need more wolves! 

Let us follow the human _ sheep 
through their bleetings. “I believe 
that the property now in the hands of 
the financiers should be_ public 
property ” (David Holbrook, February 
23 


The criminal also believes this. He 
knows that he is exploited, alienated, 
poisoned from fallout, his children’s 
lives are put at risk each day by the 
warfare state. He therefore redresses 
the balance a little. (Even the Great 
Train Robbers, had they all escaped 
and lived a life of comparative ease, 
could not have bought off a nuclear 
war or bought off the authoritarian 
conditioning with which society has 
chained their very bodies.) David 
Holbrook’s answer to the financier: 
“You are wrong to exploit us!”’? 
The financiers tremble. 
Again, Timothy Poston on ex-prison- 
ers (Letters, February 16): 
“No-one, probably, can bring adult 
men, forced into irresponsibility by 
our society throughout their up- 
bringing, to the strength of charac- 
ter for the libertarian’s admission 
of total his 
actions.” 
There is a lot of truth in that, Mr 
Poston. But who are the “ irrespons- 
ible”” men lacking the strength of 
character for full responsibility for 
their own actions? Is it the criminal? 
Or maybe it’s the honest cake-mill 
worker in Hull trying to keep a 
family on less than £10 per week, 
letting his children have an inade- 
quate diet, little leisure activity and 
little prospect of a better life. The 
man who never steals food or fiddles 
a gas meter. And the middle-class 
peacenik? Steady job, maybe a small 
business, not subject to PAYE, but 
still pays his taxes to build bigger and 
better bombs. His pacifist/passivist 
conscience is clear. 
He is responsible? 
P. Constable, 
34 Durham Street, 
Hull, Yorks. 


responsibility for 


Adrian Mitchell 


LULLABY FOR 
WILLIAM BLAKE 


Blakehead, babyhead, 
Your head is full of light. 


You sucked the sun like a gobstopper. 


Blakehead, babyhead, 


High as a satellite on sunflower seeds, 

First man-powered man to fly the Atlantic, 

Inventor of the poem which kills itself, 

The poem which gives birth to itself, 

The human form, jazz, Jerusalem 

And other luminous, luminous galaxies. 

You out-spat your enemies. 

You irradiated your friends. 

Always naked, you shaven, shaking tyger-lamb, 
Moon-man, moon-clown, moon-singer, moon-drinker, 


You never killed anyone. 
Blakehead, babyhead, 


Accept this mug of crude red wine— 


I love you. 


DRO 0 a a NEL RS OI a BEN BA RENTS NTO 


SINGER? LOVER? 
POET! 


Roger Barnard on ADRIAN MITCHELL 


Out Loud, by Adrian Mitchell (Cape 
Goliard Press 16s). 


There’s some beautifully mechanical 
poetry being written these days—and 
an awful lot of it is getting published 
too. It doesn’t mean much. Its pathetic 
fallacy is that it canonises the poetic 
imagination talking endlessly to itself 
—and we shall never have an authen- 
tic ‘‘popular” poetry till our poets 
are prepared to lay themselves on the 
line and establish some sort of antag- 
onistic equilibrium between them- 
selves and their society. This is why 
Adrian Mitchell is important—because 
he’s talking to you and me and not to 
himself. He disembowels poetry and 
hands us its heart—and to my mind 
he’s our best poet under forty writing 
in this country today. Out Loud is his 
only collection of poetry since Poems, 
that now-famous first volume of five 
years back, and it includes nearly all 
the poems he’s written since then 
(several of which first appeared in 
this paper) plus all the songs he wrote 
for US, the Royal Shakespeare Com- 
pany’s Vietnam production of late 
1966. It’s a lovely book to handle and 
look at, with an exceptional dust- 
jacket and fine printing—and more 
important, it’s a joy to read. 

Mitchell seems to have reached the 
position where he’s now regarded by 
many people as some kind of un- 
official Poet Laureate for the radical 
opposition in this country—in some- 
what roundabout fashion I am re- 
minded here of the example set by 
William Morris when he was offered 
the official Laureateship after Tenny- 
son’s death in 1892: he refused it on 
the ground that any self-respecting 
poet would. feel insulted by being 
offered the post in the first place! But 
it’s not one of our half-breed Hippies 
or,,Academics who’s, moved off the 
Poetry Reservation in Out Loud—it’s 
a full-blooded Chief who’s left his pie- 
bald pony behind ‘to roar off into the 
night in a souped-up truck with a can 
of. beer between his knees and copies 
of Reich and Patchen and Neruda in 
the back seat! More than forty years 
ago Ezra Pound uttered his celebrated 
boast about the social function of art: 
“The artist is the antenna of the race, 


risa 


the barometer and voltmeter”. And 
Mitchell is nothing if not contempor- 
ary—he brings the boast up to date 
with stunning effectiveness: 


This is what Norman Morrison did. 
He poured petrol over himself. 

He set himself alight. 

He burned. He suffered. 

He died. 

This is what he did 

in the white heart of Washington 
where everyone could see. 

He simply burned away his clothes, 
his passport, his pink-tinted skin, 
put on a new skin of flame 

and became 

Vietnamese. 


These lines are representative of 
Mitchell’s apparently unpolished 
verse—lI say “ apparently ” because in 
fact there is considerable technique 
at work here: it is an attempt to 
locate poetry in the diction of con- 
temporary speech while leavening it 
with the surprises and revelations of 
poetic insight. I remember talking 
with him about two years ago and dis- 
covering our mutual enthusiasm for 
the work of Georges Rouault—so I 
don’t think it’s any quixotic fancy of 
mine to say that he seems to work in 
poetry in much the same way that 
Rouault worked in paint: hacking his 
way savagely, with crude and sweep- 
ing strokes, towards an image of maxi- 
mum ferocity. Look at Rouault’s 
“Three Judges” as an estimation of 
what I mean—those faces of moronic 
evil plastered on the canvas as if in 
rage and coloured with the darkest 
and smeariest blacks and browns this 
side of Nairobi Airport: this is the 
typical “feel” of many of Mitchell’s 
poems: 
Eat this: God has another place, 
A gaol-hole. Walls contract and 
crush 
Necks onto legs, bellies into faces 
And all parts in a constipated hash 
Of cancered madmen, vomiting and 
skinned, 
Skewered in flames which rot, 
restore and rot, 
Breathing only the tear-gas of their 


sins— 
That’s what the bad dead get. 


Of course, Rouault didn’t work in | 


Adrian Mitchell reading in Trafal- 
gar Square at Poets For Peace 
demonstration in 1965 (photo by 
Graham Keen). 


frothing frenzy, and nor does Mitchell. 
He probably spends just as much time 


and effort in sounding “ uncivilised ” 


as Henry James ever spent in sound- 
ing “ civilised”. A poem is a statue in 
sound: or “frozen architecture’: or 
whichever way you care to slice it, it’s 
basically a structure—a form manu- 
factured by a man. And one of the 
chief and important things about 
Mitchell’s technique in poetry is that 
he always shows you his form emerg- 
ing—the way it builds up, a structure 
created out of (almost) everyday 
speech but suddenly, by the height of 
its emotion, transcending ordinary 
speech and becoming—a poem! To 
me it seems like an excellent way of 
writing in a state very near to con- 
trolled shock but with well-placed 
explosions—and the result is poetry 
that rids itself of the narrowly 
“poetic” but holds fast to style, 
marrying black humour with white 
passion: 
You’re sucking your consensus 
when in walks the White Power 


man, 

And he sells you a dream on the 
military instalment plan. 

It’s a supercharged vision and tt 
Shines like the Milky Way, 

So you sign the agreement ’cause 
he says yow ll never have to pay. 


Red dreams, white dreams, 

Dreams of freedom and power. 

Driving faster down the highway, 

Speeding along at one hundred. 
deaths an hour. 

Some think they’re driving to 
Jerusalem 

When they’re heading for Genocide. 

Small dreams, big dreams, 

All seem bad dreams— 

When dreams collide. 


Defying the idea-conventions of 
modern poetry, clowning with the 
poet’s own life and pronouncing 
England crazy into the bargain, flirt- 
ing with the kindof truths that turn 
into cliches, as mordant as “The 
Liberal Christ Gives An Interview ”, 
as uproarious as ‘“‘ C’mon Everybody ”’ 
and “ Adrian Mitchell’s Famous Weak 
Bladder Blues”, or as robust as the 
man-woman honesty of “To You ”— 
these poems in Out Loud rise directly 
out of our own lives: they feel our 
pulse, touch our conscience, and rouse 
echoes of a for life in our very 
roots. Mitchell is making poetry—not 
great poetry, to be sure, but poetry 
that risks greatness — out of tthe com- 
mon emotions of thousands of people 
like ourselves faced with the appalling 
insanity of our present-day political 
and social arrangements. He under- 
stands that our situation has now be- 
come so serious that the only thing to 
do is stop taking it seriously. At the 
same time, however, he also under- 
stands that it is impossible not to take 
it seriously, for somewhere down the 
line real people are suffering—real 
people are being murdered and 
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starved and coerced and turned into 
morons. This is a classic dilemma of 
almost metaphysical proportions— 
how to persist as morally relevant in 
an absurd society?—and out of it 
Mitchell has made a book that is 
finally exhilarating in its mental 
health and quickening in its undiluted 
and often painful honesty. He posses- 
ses—as only crucial poets do—the 
ability to invest concrete situations 
with solid and substantial meaning: 


We treat the enemy like real blood 
brothers, 
God made the family a blessing and 


pain. 

Wives and husbands vivisect each 
other, 

Pick up the pieces and fit them 
together again. 


Want to be humane, but we’re only 
human. 
Off with the old skin, on with the 


oe ran 
e maim by night. 

We heal by day. 

Just the same as you. 
If one sometimes gets the feeling that 
the honesty is being used more as 
weapon than as instrument for under- 
standing (“To Whom It May Con- 
cern” or “ Birthdays”) this is excus- 
able for the simple reason that 
Mitchell has dared so much in this 
book—he has courageously exposed 
so much of himself without ever be- 
coming mawkish or self-pitying or 
confessional. Or perhaps it is that the 
homiletic strain is inextricably bound 
up with the way any thoroughgoing 
intransigent like Mitchell sees his 
role in the world. Whatever the case, 
it doesn’t vitiate the fact that his best 
work in this book comes across as 
dense and opaque but at the same 
time extraordinarily clear and simple: 
socially conscious, steeled with satire, 
richly emotional and lyrical. Flashing 
wit and bulging muscle, he’s found 
out our number—he’s got his own 
Hot Line plugged into our humdrum 
lives and he’s calling us up to tell us 
how we’re feeling: 

If you never spend your money 

you pra you'll always have some 

cash, 

If you stay cool and never burn 

you'll never turn to ash. 

If you lick the boots that kick you 

then you'll never feel the lash, 

and if you crawl along the ground 

at least you'll never crash. 

So why why why— 

WHAT MADE YOU THINK YOU 

COULD FLY? 


These are neither conventional poetic 
ideas nor conventional figures of 
speech—though they might look that 
way on first sight. They bite. Poetry 
is being undressed in front of our 
eyes and its formal trappings thrown 
in the corner. The implication is that 
human beings must first learn to 
recognise their terrible dehumanisa- 
tion—ond ‘their thwarted golden 
potentiality—tin order to discover ‘the 
poetry of the present. And conse- 
quently in this book Mitchell reflects 


continued on page 11 
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Sham solidarity 


“What the Vietnamese people want 
and desperately need is complete and 
final victory. ... ‘the best answer to 
those who seek to oppose taking a 
position of full solidarity with the 
Vietnamese people against American 
imperialism is to make the March 17 
demonstration as big and as militant 
as possible.” 

The Week, February 21 
No doubt some of those who on March 
17 will be demonstrating as militantly 
as possible for the complete and final 
victory of the NLF in South Vietnam, 
would be prepared to go and fight for 
the Vietnamese people if the call 
went out for an international brigade. 
But we wonder how many? 


There is a ring of inauthenticity about 
a call for complete solidarity with the 
Vietnamese people that asks the mass 
of supporters simply to shout raucous 
slogans from the safety of the horde, 
to interfere with passing motor traffic 
no doubt, and to break through a few 
police cordons. 


Moreover, it is deceptive and verging 
even on contempt to suggest that a 
shouting, ‘“ militant” mob in Gros- 
venor Square is in any way equivalent 
in courage or moral stature to the 
guerrilla movement that is fighting 
for liberation in Vietnam. 


A true assessment of the predicament 
and courage of those Vietnamese who 
are resisting the American occupation 
of Vietnam demands of the English- 
man an appraisal of his own respon- 
sibility for the war and a willingness 
to consider and take equivalent risks 
to those of the guerrilla fighter. Any 
one of us who can say that he is will- 
ing to sacrifice his liberty and even 
his life to do the maximum possible 
in this country to make the Americans 
withdraw from Vietnam does have the 
right to claim that he is in solidarity 
with the Vietnamese guerrillas. 


But Peace News, of course, does not 
recommend that individuals in 
Britain should adopt over here the 
tactics of the NLF; nor do we recom- 
mend that people in Vietnam itself 


LSE toLNS 


We had a rather pointed letter this 
week from Marshall Bloom. Marshall, 
an American, was, you may remem- 
ber, a leading figure among the 
graduate students in the sit-in cam- 
paign at the London School of Eco- 
nomics last year. 


Anyway, he’s now hack in the States, 
and a leading light in one of the most 
exciting underground ventures over 
there, the Liberation News Service 
(LNS), which is doing sterling work 
in getting news of anti-Vietnam war 
activities circulating. 


His complaint? That we forgot to 
credit LNS with the story which we 
splashed over our front page two 
weeks ago; “Now soldiers resist 
war ”’. Since the Fort Jackson story of 
the servicemen’s pray-in against the 
war was distorted and ignored by the 
major international press agencies, 
and since LNS got us the facts and a 
remarkable authenticating photo- 
graph to boot, we can quite see his 


int. 
In fact, we sincerely apologise and 
will make sure that LNS gets its due 
in future. 
One further point, though, Liberation 
News Service costs us money each 
week—not very much, but money 
nonetheless. If any reader feels that 
that story was worth a lot more than 
the selling price of the issue to him, 
then we’d be delighted to receive an 
offer to pay the sub for us regularly. 
And if you don’t think you could 
afford that, well, we’re always grate- 
ful to receive donations, anyway. 

BOB OVERY 


should join the Front. Our position 
ideally is that the NLF should cease 
fire unilaterally and that the United 
States should withdraw unilaterally. 
(To cali for a cease-fire by America 
is to recognise her right to be in 
Vietnam.) 


However, as pacifists like A. J. Muste 
and the crew of the Phoenix have dis- 
covered when they visited Vietnam, 
we have no right to call on the NLF 
to cease fire. We are too much res- 
ponsible for what the Americans are 
doing in Vietnam to be entitled to 
condemn the NLF when they resist 
with violence. Therefore we call for 
American withdrawal from Vietnam 
and must do all in our power to make 
that withdrawal possible. 


Does a huge, slogan-shouting, unruly 
march to Grosvenor Square make 
American withdrawal more likely? We 
don’t think so. What we look to are 
attempts to dramatise British involve- 
ment in Vietnam—our hovercraft, 
nerve gases, electrical instruments, 
training facilities in Johore, rest and 
recreation centres in Hong Kong, 
troops in Thailand, military-sponsored 
research in universities, diplomatic 
support, historical responsibility—and 
to spell out that British dissociation 
involves the abandonment of and 
atonement for these functions. 


Moreover, we can best dissociate our- 
selves from British involvement by 


~' Q : a 


working for the withdrawal of Ameri- 


can troops from this country and by 
encouraging American troops over 
here to desert,and US draft resisters 
to stand firm. The proof that these 
efforts are not insignificant was the 
demonstration against the war by 
soldiers in the US army that we 
reported only two weeks ago. 


Not only, we fear, will the March 17 
demonstration show contempt, by its 
lack of dignity and commitment, for 
the Vietnamese who are fighting for 
their independence. But also we ex- 
pect that it will show by expressions 
of frustration, ill-directed violence, 
and anger, the self-contempt in which 
ee of the demonstrators hold them- 
selves. 


It just isn’t serious to suggest that a 
punch-up with policemen in London 
can help to stop the Vietnam war, yet 
because people care about Vietnam 
and because they can’t think of any- 
thing better to do, many normally 
sensible people will find themselves 
carried by the crowd into scuffles with 
the police. 


This frustration, this desperate irra- 
tional reaction to our inability to do 
anything very much to stop a horrible 
war, is a form of self-contempt. For 
there are things that we can do to dis- 
sociate Britain from America and to 
help forward the pressures for Ameri- 
can withdrawal. And we should get on 
with doing them. 

BoB OVERY 


oelf-sabotage ? 


The press has been having another 
field day with the “ anarchist image ” 
—because\it is an “underground ” 
Spanish anarchist group, with offices 
in Belgium, that is believed to be res- 
ponsible for last Sunday’s wave of 
bomb attacks on the Spanish Embassy 
in London and the Greek, Spanish, 
and Portuguese Embassies in The 
Hague. The group calls itself “The 
First of May Group, Revolutionary 
Solidarity Movement’, and according 
to Tuesday’s Times, “its leader 
[Octavio Alberola] known as Juan El 
Largo— Mr Big ’—has just been im- 
prisoned in Belgium, and iit is thought 
that the group may be itrying ‘to show 
that this has not affected its mili- 
taney.” 

In the same lissue The Times prints a 
photocopy of a letter, postmarked 
Paddington and signed by the group, 
which was received by press agencies 
in London on Monday. Both the Lon- 
don news team on The Times and our 
European anarchist friends (God pre- 
serve us from our friends!) un- 
doubtedly have some weird notions 
of “ militancy ’—but, to be fair, the 
letter is rather moving: it seems 
pretty clear-headed about the world- 
wide dangers of American military 
and economic imperialism, and it’s 
tinged with anguish for the victims of 
napalm in Latin America and Asia 
and for the political prisoners rotting 
in the jails of Greece and Spain and 
Portugal. 


The pity of it is that anguish com- 
bined with cloak-and-dagger bomb- 
planting is simply not good enough— 
in fact, it’s downright stupid and bad. 
Last weekend’s bomb attacks could 
very easily fire the imagination of 
more than a few people in this coun- 
try whose frustration and sense of 
powerlessness at their seeming in- 
ability to stop the killing and jailing 
is becoming well-nigh unbearable. 
There is no need to be squeamish 
about it— we do have some people on 
“our” side whose violence is wrong 
in principle, even in the face of an 
absolute biological emergency like the 
war in Vietnam. 


The kind of “subversive” violence 
that is symbolised by such terroristic 
acts, while easily understandable, is 
nevertheless futile: it merely ups the 
ante, confirms the opposition’s guilt 
and self-righteousness, hardens their 
character defences and hence their 
resistance to change, and often stands 
some excellent chance of injuring or 
killing the “wrong” people into the 
bargain. Mainly it is indulged in by 
daring young men who are obsessed 
more with romance than relevance. 


Conceivably there may just be some 
kind of case for arguing that such 
events do more good than harm—by 
adding hugely to the accumulation of 
troubles to society caused by political 
madness, and by highlighting intoler- 
able wrongs and injustices that cry 
out for immediate and serious atten- 
tion. But this proposition is highly 
doubtful: in the end, it means aggra- 
vating an already desperate situation 
for an imagined greater future good. 
Ironically, this was exactly the ration- 
alisation behind the Communist’s be- 
trayal of solidarity in Spain during the 
Civil War, when they shot and im- 
prisoned anarchists by the score and 
betrayed a popular social revolution 
before it had hardly begun to get off 
the ground. 


Finally, people who toy with the idea 
of applying some of Che Guevara’s 
guerrilla sabotage tactics in our own 
country had better ask themselves 
where their fantasy might lead them 
if pressed to its natural conclusion. 
As Paul Goodman remarked last year 
in London, any small group of mad- 
cap technicians, alienated PhDs, and 
hot-headed helpers could, by working 
secretly to poison water supplies or 
cause major power failures, produce 
an absolute shambles in our modern 
conditions of high population density 
and complex scientific technology. Is 
this what they want? If it is, they’re 
a menace to any radical peace move- 
ment. Politics by conspiracy is just as 
dangerous as politics by power. 


/ 
RoGER BARNARD 
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“ Police brutality shock on race riots.” 
Thus the Observer, headiining cte 
report of the commission set up by 
President Johnson to investigate what 
happened last summer. Shock? I 
think most of us have known, sus- 
pected, or even in hard cases simply 
assumed, that most of the violence 
was attributable to the cops. The 
death-roll: two white men (one detec- 
tive, one fireman) and 21 Negroes 
(the figures are for Newark) seems to 
bear this out. The only shock is that 
they've come right out and admitted 
it. 


* * * 


As for Ian Smith and his amazing 
hanging judges, is anyone really sur- 
prised that the Queen’s so-called in- 
tervention had no effect? Even loyal 
Rhodesians know that “ constitutional 
monarchy” is a_ contradiction in 
terms, tenable only so long as the 
monarch obeys her “servants”. As 
for the Rhodesian situation (the word 
“crisis” is no longer strictly applic- 
able), in general, I don’t think I’m 
being unduly bold if I suggest that the 
answer to the question, ‘“ What will 
happen now? ” is: nothing. 


* 4 * 


“Voting with your feet” is all very 
well, but this is ridiculous. An advert 
in the Village Voice advertises 
“famous Ho Chi Minh - slipper- 
sandals”. They look like very run of 
the mill footwear to me, but appar- 
ently they are what real Viet Cong 
use: ‘Style scouts from Saton’s of 
N Y have just ‘ captured ’ this intrigu- 
ing enemy invention, and its exotic 
(sic) lines have been adjusted to the 
special requirements of the American 
foot by one of Italy’s famous master 
shoe-makers.” 

This is the “first big style find of the 
war”; maybe it’s also an early mani- 
festation of if-you-can’t-beat-em-join- 
emism. 


* * * 


Now for a film [ve been awaiting an 
opportunity to tell somebody about 
for over a year. It’s called The Sara- 
gossa Manuscript and stars Zibigniew 
Cybulski, more rotund, more humour- 
ous than in his Ashes and Diamonds 
days—this film was one of his last 
before his fatal train accident last 


year, 
The film is set in the mountains of 
Granada in the 18th Century, and 
follows the mysterious adventures of 
a young Polish officer travelling 
through these haunted regions. These 
involve him, directly or at second, 
third and even fourth hand, in a 
mind-boggling cat’s-cradle (a cat’s 
cradle made with a Moebus strip) of 
stories within stories within stories. 
These are occasionally ribald, but are 
essentially occult and  cabbailistic; 
black, magic, horrific (truly horrific) 
adventures. It’s a wild, arcane, and, if 
the word still has any sensible mean- 
ing, genuinely psychedelic fllm. It’s 
showing, alas for one performance 
only, af the Everyman, Hampstead 
tomorrow, Saturday, at 10.30 pm. 


* oe * 


A passing headline caught my eye, 
suggesting that car insurance be 
nationalised. Apart from the obvious 
jokes about H. Wilson not being the 
sort of man you'd want to buy an 
insurance policy from, and it being an 
insurance firm more likely to crash 
than the shadiest private operators, it 
remains a good idea, and one which 
might be usefully extended to other 
forms of insurance, if only to stop the 
prevalent kind of insurance advertis- 
ing that plays on people’s fears and 
anxieties, and exploits their need for 
“ security”, and is thus another con- 
tributor to our national neurosis. 
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Mildred Loomis 


UTOPIA 


decentralism 
amd the green 
revolution 


We want new programmes! Some of 
us want to build ‘that new and better 
world. We don’t need more analysis 
or exposé of what’s wrong. Nor do we 
need thousands of dalily reports in the 
mass media of horrible events. We’ve 
had our fill of centralisation—-we want 
new directions and new tools. We call 
ourselves decentralists. 


The voice for decentralism was first 
raised ‘in the Thirties and has been 
quietly persistent ever since. In its 
early years it was largely over- 
whelmed by ‘the strident voice of ‘the 
New Deal and government propa- 
ganda. The centralist trend was sup- 
ported and abetted by educators, 
mass media, laws, and statutes. Re- 
sult: centralisation has grown apace 


versities, and alas, wars—have all 
grown larger. 


Now in the Sixties the tide may be 
turning. ‘A New Generation rebels and 
drops out: riots and violence tear our 
cities: educators are discouraged and 
ineffective: businessmen are fright- 
ened: government officials are con- 
fused. Public debt skyrockets, war 
continually escalates, and 52,000 hor- 
rendous nuclear bombs threaten us. 


So youth rebels and the disaffected 
riot. And journalists and papers go 
underground ‘to expose the power 
structure, publicise protests and des- 
cribe harassment of the military- 
industrial complex. But this is not 
enough. It doesn’t give us ‘the help we 
want—solid, human, constructive pro- 


—government, cities, industries, uni- grammes. Some of us feel that we 


Dwarko Sundrani 


Manfar school appeal 


The attention of the world has been 
focused for the past year on the terri- 
ble plight of the people of Bihar. In 
this region, as in the whole vast con- 
tinent of India, the main problems are 
poverty and ignorance. These are in- 
terdependent—because of ignorance 
there is poverty and where there is 
poverty there is ignorance. 


The poverty in this area is really 
heartbreaking. The total belongings 
of 20% of the population do not 
amount to more than ten rupees and 
thousands of families live for six 
months of the year on roots and 
leaves because there is no food. When 
even food is not available, how can 
people expect to find the bare essen- 
tials like clothing and housing? 


These are the conditions in normal 
times and the worst sufferers are the 
children. Dogged from the start by 
the ignorance of their parents, they 
live in appalling conditions, dirty and 
lazy, their stomachs swollen with mal- 
nutrition. They run in terror and hide 
at the sight of strangers. What they 
need is to be taken away from the bad 
influence of their parents and village 
ae taught a new and better way of 
life. 


Of course it is a vast undertaking to 
educate so many children but a start 
must be made somewhere. Our ambi- 
tion is to train and educate hundreds 
of children to fit them well for village 
life. We have in Bihar a school with 
19 acres of land on a very beautiful 
sight. To this school we plan to take 
young children—age five or six—-from 
the poorest villages in the area. They 
will receive a good basic education as 
well as three subjects (Agriculture, 


Poultry and Dairy farming) plus 
hygiene, house-craft, and mother- 
craft. 

They will then learn how to provide 
food for themselves the whole year 
round and thereby improve their 
standard of living. They will be able 
to teach their families what they learn 
at school—i.e. by helping one boy you 
will indirectly help his family and 
village. 

The cost of feeding, clothing, and 
educating these children will be 
Rs.60 (three pounds sterling) per 
month. We hope to find families and 
groups of people all over the world 
prepared to “adopt” one of these 
children and promise to send three 
pounds a month for the next five 
years. 


In return they will receive photo- 
graphs of the child and a monthly 
progress report. As soon as the child 
is able he will write to his ‘“ adop- 
ters”. If your family, friends, or social 
group is interested, please write to 
me at: Samanvay Ashram, Bodh Gaya, 
Bihar, India. 


Babara Higgins writes: If anybody is 
interested ‘in helping in this project 
but feels they cannot afford the whole 
£3 per month, please contact me c/o 
Peace News and I shall perhaps be 
able to form small groups who can 
“adopt” one child betwen them. But 
please bear in mind that the aid is 
needed for five years to educate one 
child: it would not be fair to drop out 
after a short time. 

May I also suggest that individuals 
can contact local schools and groups 
who might be interested in the 
project. 


have found 


such programmes—at 
least 'the base for them—in the School 
of Living. It offers programmes that 
first of all satisfy our need for close 
human association ‘in small groups. 
We are tired of big organisations—big 
corporations, big factories, big uni- 
versities, big governments, big cities. 
We want to handle our own affairs in 
face-to-face encounter with people we 
know. We want to make our own de- 
cisions on matters important to us— 
our work, our matting, our children, 
our education, our health. We want 
activity responsive to our own per- 
sonal direction. 


For many of us ‘this means setting up 
functioning, loving families—ex- 
tended families, with members ap- 
proaching a “‘tribe” or primary 
group—not just parents and two 
children. We’re tired of just peer 
groups: we want |to live with children, 
adolescents, and witth wise and skilled 
older people. (There are still some 
left!) It means ‘a revival of small— 
often intentional—communities on 
the land, where we set our own cul- 
tural patterns, create our own trades, 
jobs, and professions, our own co- 
operative and regional interchange. 


Second, it means programmes in asso- 
ciation with Nature—with land, ‘trees, 
water, wind, and sun. We're tired of 
concrete and steel, blaring lights, con- 
tinuous noise, and disorder. We want 
the feel of the earth beneath our feet 
and in our hands. We’re tired of 
packaged, devitalised food: we want 
to grow our own. We’re tired of being 
told how ‘to ‘dress and what to wear: 
we want to design, weave, and sew 
our own clothes. We’re tired of living 
in tenements, ranch- and pent-houses. 
We want ‘to build our own functional 
aesthetic shelter. 


Third, we work ‘at programmes that 
come realistically to grips with ‘the 
power structure. We’re not drop-outs, 
escaping to a doubtful hedonism or 
unreal decentralism. We understand 
the roots of economic exploitation— 
particularly ‘the usury of land-lordism 
and money-lending. We want non- 
violently and strategically to under- 
cut the twin evils of government- 
granted privilege in land and banking. 
We support action which eliminates 
land: speculation: we are ‘in groups 
that hold land ‘in trust, ‘instead of as 
private property. We support and 
take part in groups which co-operate 
in granting low-cost credit and issue 
money honestly. 

We withdraw from violence and legal 
coercion. We refuse the draft, income 
and war taxes, and keep our cash- 
income below ‘taxable level. We are 
anti-statist. We form voluntary asso- 
ciations to “ do for ourselves ” instead 
of accepting or turning to government 
help. We seek to correct the malad- 
justments whiich now divert unearned 
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income to some persons, from those 
who produced ‘it. When tthe Source 
Leaks are stopped, there will be 
enough for all, in freedom, without 
the interception of authoritarian 
“ guaranteed ” incomes. 


Fourth, we want good health. We want 
to be strong and vigorous: loving and 
rational: full of zest for living to a ripe 
old age. We are tired of being tired— 
of being listless, flabby, sick, and 
neurotic. We are ashamed that mono- 
nucleosis is the “college students’ 
disease”. That 90,000 high-schoolers 
in London need to wear dentures. We 
are ashamed that ten million women 
in the US are anemic: that with 
$250,000,000 spent annually on cancer 
research, the Incidence of cancer has 
gone up 300% since 1900! We want a 
way of life that prevents all this. 


We’re tired of government health 
programmes—of compulsory shots, 
drugs, and injections. We’re not satis- 
fied with more doctors, hospitals, and 
Medicare. We want programmes that 
help us understand, and assume res- 
ponsibility for, our own health. We 
seek healthful work, proper rest, 
creative recreation: clean, pure water: 
whole nutritious food. We want a 
rational eugenics, creative sex, a 
birth-rate in balance with the produc- 
tive resources of our area. 


We want time for art and meditation. 
We want more that our daily life shall 
be both aesthetic and contemplative. 
We want to create our own festivals 
and rituals, our own poetry, music, 
dance, and drama. We want to create 
functional, beautiful objects—dishes, 
clothes, furnishings, homes, gardens, 
homesteads, communities. We want to 
be involved in the living processes and 
relationships all about us—the inani- 
mate, plant, animal, and human 
cosmos. 


Fifth, we want a new education. We 
are through with schools that increas- 
ingly take over our time, energy, and 
lives, and those of our children— 
assuming more and more that they 
(the schools) “must solve peoples’ 
problems” as they see them. Many of 
us want and are prepared to teach 
our own children at home or in pri- 
vate schools. We set up experimental 
and self-regulative schools in our com- 
munities: we organise free universi- 
ties and adult education in universal 
problems of living. Our goal is an 
education that helps us live to our 
fullest in every area of living. More 
that that, we want our actual lives— 
and those of our children—to be so 
full, so creative, so responsible, that 
Life itself is our best educator. 


Mildred Loomis is the Director of 
the School of Living, an American 
agricultural commune of some 25 
persons—Rural Route 3, Brookville, 
Ohio. 
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‘How can you feel 150,000 casualties? ... Every year I lecture 
on Ethics—and every year there are 150,000 casualties’ 


Ly Chanh Trung Thoughts ofa 
two-legged animal 


The President of the United States recently 
announced that the American Air Force was 
suffering such great losses in Vietnam because 
it had to bomb so precisely in order to avoid 
civilian casualties. In a speech to pilots stationed 
at Fort McConnell, Mr Johnson said: 


“You exhibit both skill and compassion by 
your precision bombing. Your losses are the 
heaviest in the history of war. The limitations 
imposed on you in order to avoid civilian 
population centres are the noblest in the 
history of war.” 


Mr Johnson was originally a teacher. Perhaps be- 
cause of his early years in the profession he now 
wants to make war like a teacher punishing one 
of his pupils: he strikes the student with both 
skill and compassion: he strikes and preaches at 
the same time. Most of Johnson’s speeches are 
the sermons of Professor Johnson. ‘‘My dear 
rough-playing North Vietnamese, if you want to 
starve all your life learning the barbarous arts 
of war (called Revolution) of Professors Russia 
and China, then go ahead. But we can’t let you 
use those arts to bully meek and studious South 
Vietnam. My pupil hasn’t studied the arts of 
making war: all he has studied is how to make 
money and send it out of the country or how to 
amuse himself according to his every whim, 
following the noble tradition of freedom of the 
civilised peoples. Because you punched my pupil 
I had to intervene. Because you only understand 
force, I had to intervene with force. But my 
strength is such that if I hit you once there’d 
simply be no more of you. So I only use the rod 
to strike your palm up to the point where you 
can no longer bear the pain and you have to 
release my pupil. Everyday I will strike a little 
harder but always only your palm. I realise how 
strong you are internally and that I may break 
many rods on you. But I have an endless supply.” 


I don’t know to what extent Johnson’s “ skilful 
and compassionate” method of punishment is 
respected by American pilots over North Viet- 
nam. According to a news story recently pub- 
lished in a Vietnamese magazine—and nobody 
has denied it—the entire town of Phat Diem has 
been leveled. Ali that is left is one lonely church. 
I don’t know if Phat Diem is still regarded as a 
“ civilian population centre’”’—or has somehow 
become a military base, thus necessitating such 
devastation. According to the same report, in 
government-controlled areas alone there have 


been from 100,000 to 150,000 civilian casualties 
every year, of which 25% die. And according to 
the testimony of Doctor Knowles, there are at 
present at least 35,000 civilian amputees. For the 
entire Second World War 20,000 American 
soldiers had limbs amputated. Moreover, in a 
report concerning the hospitals of Da Nang, 
Quang Tri, and many other cities, Doctor Herbert 
Needleman wrote: 


“ Crowded, dirty, stench to the point of nausea. 

Flies all over wounds oozing with pus. Many 

sick people in the same bed with patients with 

communicable diseases. An atmosphere stinking 

of garbage, blood, and excrement. And every- 
where cases of napalm burns.” 


One reason for the horrible number of casualties 
mentioned above is the “Free Zone” strategy 
pursued by the American Army. Freedom here is 
the freedom to bomb. When an area is declared 
to be “ VC-controlled”’, the American Army may 
announce to the people in that area (either by 
leaflet or loudspeaker) that there will be an 
offensive in the area and that they are given such 
and such a length of time to evacuate. After the 
time is up, American planes can bomb at will: 
anything which moves is Enemy. Plot of land, 
stretch of garden, home site, graves of the an- 
cestors are the heart and soul of the Vietnamese 
peasant. Their past, present, future, everything 
is united in this simple and intimate atmosphere. 
How can they be expected, within one day, to 
leave everything, in obedience to the order of 
some leaflet—even if it does come from the 
heavens? 


Absurd and ruthless 


Last May, those hamlets which lay within the 
DMZ (Demilitarised Zone) received such an 
order to evacuate. Only a few people agreed to 
go. After that, every hamlet was bombed with 
napalm. Sometimes hamlets having nothing to 
do with the “VC” also are bombed. According 
to a report by Mr Don Luce, former Chief of Party 
of the IVS organisation (International Voluntary 
Service) in Vietnam, three American planes re- 
leased 6,300 kilogramme bombs on a village, 
killing two civilians and wounding 15 others at 
the same time that many members of his organisa- 
tion were working in the village. Precisely because 
of such absurd and ruthless instances of bombing, 
Mr Luce and three associates recently resigned. 


At present, the number of ‘Communist 
Refugees” has climbed to 1,900,000, of which 
950,000 have yet to be permanently settled while 
every month there are an additional 40,000 
refugees. In the northern part of Central Vietnam, 
only one third of 223,000 refugees receive the 400 
grammes of rice from American aid. However, 
according to American statistics, up to 17% of the 
people of South Vietnam are presently living in 
those areas controlled by the “ VC” and another 
16% in disputed areas, making for a grand total of 
5,600,000 people. If the ‘Free Zone” strategy is 
strictly followed, 2,900,000 people in the “VC” 
zones will be fair game for the American Air 
Force if they don’t evacuate—and another 
2,200,000 in disputed areas perhaps will be at the 
receiving end of a bomb or artillery shell at any 
time from one side or the other. 


Senator Robert Kennedy has concluded with these 
words of warning: “The United States may one 
day leave Vietnam with only ruins to show for our 
presence in that country.” Oh, Professor Johnson 
— instructing pupils is one matter but making war 
is another: especially when making war with all 
the most up-to-date machinery that the American 
nation presenty possesses. How can you bomb 
“ skilfully and Pat peer ”2 Observe the 
American pilot, , handsome, athletic, with 
precision equipment like the electronic computer. 


An American Marine picks himself up from the 
mud after falling during a rush across an open 
field in Da Nang. 


They eat breakfast at some military installation 
or aircraft carrier: then they climb into such mar- 
vellous toys as the B-52, Skyhawk, F-105, etc, fly 
away for a few minutes, push a few buttons, and 
fly back. Death is the immediate result of all this 
button pushing activity—but it’s down there at 
the other end, mere dots on a map. They have no 
contact with the blood or the dust; they don’t 
hear one groan, one call for help. They have no 
contact with the corpses of men, women, and 
children blown apart or burned to a cinder down 
below, unless anti-aircraft rounds turn them into 
corpses like the other corpses. But that’s a 
hazard of their profession which they accept when 
they draw their salary, as in any other profession. 
If they make it through their mission safely, they 
return to their base, eat, drink, relax, play sports, 
and on Sunday they go to church and listen to a 
sermon on Christ’s Sermon on the Mount: 
“ Blessed are the meek. Blessed are the compas- 
sionate. Blessed are the peaceful.” 


The truth is that they are just average people like 
the large majority of people living on this earth, 
no better, no worse. The profession of the military 
pilot is just a job, another “ honest” way to make 
a living. They draw a salary for carrying out a job 
and they try to do a good job, commensurate with 
their wages. If they have the athletic tempera- 
ment, bombing is just another interesting exer- 
cise, complete with strikes and balls and batting 
records. In the battle of Chosin Reservoir, journal- 
ist Charles Favrel wrote: 


“Many American pilots regard their bombing 
mission as an athletic exercise. They say ‘ Today 
we made a good score’ because the truth is that 
all anyone asks of them is to ‘make a good 
score ’.” 


To exhort them to be skilful is all right—but 
exhort them to compassion? Compassion for 
whom, compassion for what? If he is stationed in 
Vietnam, an American pilot might every once in 
a while lay eyes on a Vietnamese—though this 
Vietnamese will more than likely be a houseboy or 
pimp or whore. But if they live on an aircraft 
carrier or are stationed in another country, what 
are the Vietnamese? What does Vietnam mean to 
them? Nothing at all. 


Bitter substance 


On November 8, 1967, the newspaper Chinh Luan 
published a translation of a Time magazine article 
in which was quoted the following statement of 
one Eddie Ricenbaker, “ air hero of the American 
people ”: 
“The United States should bomb the ports, 
dikes, and people of North Vietnam. We aren’t 
struggling with people up there. This ‘is a fight 
aca two-legged animals. All they are are 
slaves.” 


The paper Chinh Luan had no comment to make 
on this statement. But a few days later ‘the paper 
Chanh Dao published a letter to Eddie Ricenbaker 
by one Vo Thuong Bich, 62 years old. Mr Bich 
declared that the words of the “air hero of the 
American people” were cruel and insulting to the 
Vietnamese people. He then went on to relate an 
instance of the heroic history of the Vietnamese 
nation—namely, the boycott of classes for the 
entire year of 1927 in the high schools of Hue, 
Vinh, and Qui Nhon for the sole reason that a 
French teacher had abused a Vietnamese student 
with the words, “ Vous étes une sale race.” (“ You 
are a dirty race.”) I was endlessly moved by 
reading Mr Bich’s letter: my initial response was 
also to dash off a letter to the “hero” Eddie 
Ricenbaker, though in stronger language than the 
gentle words of Mr Bich. But on reflection I 
realised that the words of the American “ hero” 
were an improvement on the quiet, hygenic, 
ae “good score” ways of today’s American 
ilots. 
With Ricenbaker, the Vietnamese are at least two- 
legged animals—but with the athletes, there are 
no Vietnamese at all, only dots on a map and 
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bombs which have to fall on those dots, And why 
does Mr Ricenbaker have to curse us as two-legged 
animals just as his ancestors cursed their Negro 
Slaves a few centuries back? Because the con- 
science of Mr Ricenbaker has begun to gnaw at 
him. Mr Ricenbaker has begun to have a con- 
science and the Vietnamese have begun to have a 
reality. But he has to deny that reality by denying 
humanity to those people living in those areas 
which are in the process of being destroyed by his 
kind—i.e. by calling them animals with two legs. 
In this way the light of conscience is extinguished. 
The SS troopers of the Third Reich are of the 
same ilk as Mr Ricenbaker. When they extermin- 
ated six million Jews they didn’t call them two- 
legged animals, but they sought every means to 
humiliate the Jews precisely in order to make 
them appear as animals. For example, they forced 
the Jews to strip naked in the concentration 
camps and hold communal masturbation before 
their eyes. Only in this way could they casually 
put old men, women, and children into gas cham- 
ers and afterwards force their jaws open to 
extract the gold teeth: then return home, listen to 
Beethoven, make love to their wives in a most 
law-abiding fashion in order to produce little 
Aryan children serving the Nazi regime and 
German civilisation—the absolute end of human 
history, according to Hegel. 


Oh, Professor Johnson—I don’t know if your 
speech at Fort McConnell was an indirect reply to 
the words of Mr Ricenbaker or not. Perhaps it was, 
for your words are in absolute contradiction to 
his, and only a few days apart. Perhaps you are 
sincere in wanting a “ limited, wise, and compas- 
sionate”’ war. But when you don’t dare to strip 
Ricenbaker of his title “hero of the American 
people’, I can’t believe you are really sincere. 
Anyway, to remove this title from him would 
serve no purpose—for despite the cynicism of 
Ricenbaker, he still possesses a little of the bitter 
substance of the human being. For that reason he 
is yet more humane than those giant machines of 
destruction, exact and spotless, which are daily 
making ‘good scores” all over this crumbling 
land of ours. That machinery is the responsibility 


of Mr Johnson. So we have to say that Mr Ricen- 
baker is more sincere than Mr Johnson. 


Soiled smile 


Two million refugees without work, 150,000 
casualties every year, 35,000 amputees—and we 
have yet to consider the number of casualties of 
the Armies of either side. This is the price the 
Vietnamese are having to pay for this war and 
solely in those areas controlled by the South. In 
the face of these numbers, all words are false and 
meaningless. But these are only abstract numbers 
—and the bigger they get, the more abstract they 
become. How can you feel 150,000 casualties? 
Suppose that all these people appeared before our 
eyes? The colossal mass of them would surpass 
our small capacity for being moved. As in the film 
Mein Kampf, when we see those mountains of 
corpses being bulldozed into mass graves, we feel 
horrible, but we are not moved. Precisely because 
we can’t see anything or feel anything, we are able 
to continue to eat, sleep, make money, make love, 
play politics, go to Church, worship Buddha, 
worship the Virgin Mary, and make preparations 
to take a vacation during the Christmas Truce. 
Myself, after I finish writing this article, I shall 
fly to Dalat to lecture on the ethics of Socrates, 
Confucius, Christ, and Buddha—the ethics of 
human relations. Every year I lecture on Ethics— 
and every year there are 150,000 casualties. 


In the same issue of Chinh Luan quoted above, 
there is a photograph of a Vietnamese child about 
12 years old, one leg amputated, on crutches, 
wearing a combat hat, walking and laughing with 
an American soldier. The painful thing about this 
picture is not the amputated leg, but rather the 
smile: a soiled smile, old before its age, a fake. 
What’s his name? Where does he come from? 
From Con Linh? Bong Son? Or Kien Hoa? Not 
long ago he was probably leading a buffalo out 
into the rice fields or going to school along a dike, 
eagerly inhaling the smell of mud and ripening 
rice, or running round in front of his house, about 
the time the smoke from dinner rises to shroud 
the coconut leaves. Then he didn’t have a smile 


like that. And now what is he saying to the Ameri- 
can soldier? Where is he living? What does he do 
and what will he become? He’ll become an animal 
with one leg. 


Looking at him J feel myself also becoming an 
animal—with two legs. All of us, “making an 
honest living ” whiile this war goes on, are becom- 
ing animals, exactly like Mr Ricenbaker has said, 
but with a different meaning. 


I know I am a coward, 
My heart is bitter. 
Living I cannot tell, 
Only dead will I talk. 


Tonight I read again the poems and letters of 
Phan Thi Mai, the Buddhist nun Chi Mai, the 
student who immolated herself at the Tu Nghiem 
Pagoda as a plea for peace, before the pictures of 
the Virgin Mary and Quan Am Bo Tat. Before this 
war, before the statistics quoted above, every 
Vietnamese has to make a choice, if he doesn’t 
want to become a two-legged animal. Chi Mai made 
her choice. And though I might have taught her 
Ethics for an entire year, I still haven’t made my 
choice. But the words of Mr Ricenbaker have 
helped me in my search. 


This article by a Vietnamese Professor of Philoso- 
phy at Saigon University was recently published 
in issue No 2 of a South Vietnamese magazine 
called “‘ Dat Nuoc ”. Professor Trung is the author 
of several books on the social problems of Viet- 
nam, and this particular article is being widely 
read in South Vietnam. We fear it is only too 
possible that he may be among the several hun- 
dred South Vietnamese lawyers, professors, labour 
leaders, monks, and intellectuals who have been 
jailed by the Thieu regime since the NLF “ offen- 
sive” last month: though we must stress that we 
have no proof of this. Whatever his present posi- 
tion, Professor Trung has shown great courage 
by publishing such an unflinching analysis of the 
American official attitude to the Vietnamese 
people. The risk to himself must be very great. 


This article is being reprinted as a leaflet. 
Price 4d each, 25s per hundred, from Housmans 
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QUAKERS 


AND THE 
VIETNAM WAR 


Our hearts are filled with compassion for the unspeakable suffering of the people of 


Vietnam. 


in whichever part of Vietnam they may be. 
The killing and maiming of human beings are contrary to the 


all the nations involved. 
spirit of Christ and the will of God. 


If the world is to be saved from self-destruction, the 
peoples of the world must exercise their responsibility for 
the behaviour of their governments which act in their 
names. 

We appeal to the peoples of the world to demand that 
their governments both withdraw all support, active and 
tacit, from this war-—and demand an end to it. A free 
choice of political institutions in Vietnam cannot be 
achieved by war. 

We appeal to the peoples of the US and of its allies to 
demand that their governments halt the bombing of North 
Vietnam and military operations throughout all of 
Vietnam, invite international inspection of this ceasefire, 
and request the re-convening of the Geneva Conference 
with the inclusion of the National Liberation Front of 
South Vietnam. 

We appeal to the National Liberation Front and North 
Vietnam also to implement the ceasefire and to take part 
in the re-convened Geneva Conference. 

A permanent peace settlement would ensure a prompt 
and complete withdrawal of all foreign mulitary forces 


BRITISH QUAKERS 


We believe that every effort must be made to furnish them with medical aid 


Our hearts go out also to the soldiers of 


from Vietnam, the national independence and  neutra- 
lization of Vietnam, and a general amnesty with inter- 
national guarantees that all the people of South Vietnam 
shali have opportunity fully to participate in deciding their 
own political future. 

We believe that the Geneva Conference should consider 
what steps can be taken to prevent similar situations of 
conflict developing in other parts of South-East Asia 
Neutralization of the whole area, and a co-operative large- 
scale programme of economic development under inter- 
national auspices, might help to reduce the likelihood 
of war. 

We speak in concern for the voiceless millions of our 
fellow-men who are now enduring the agonies of war and for 
those who must be saved from future wars. 

We believe that the blessing and the power of God are 
available to all those who will dedicate themsclves to creating 
the conditions and institutions necessary for peace on earth. 


From a statement made by the Fourth Friends 
World Conference, Greensboro, North Carolina. 


APPEAL 10 THEIR FELLOW COUNTRYMEN 
TO RESPOND 10 THIS MESSAGE 


The Religious Society of Friends, Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1 
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Gandhi in Italy: prospects 
for a peace movement 


Satish Kumar and Anant from India 
are currently in Yugoslavia on their 
tour of Europe to promote Gandhi 
Centenary Year. They have passed 
through Paris, Geneva and Vienna and 
are now heading for eastern Europe. 
Here, Satish Kumar writes about their 
visit to Italy late last year. 


We were invited to Italy by Aldo 
Capitini of the War Resisters Inter- 
national to consider the possibility of 
Gandhi centenary celebrations, and 
also by Danilo Dolci to participate in 
last October’s peace march to Rome 
against the Vietnam war. 


We took part in the peace march and 
found this a very good opportunity for 
meeting all kinds of peace people. 
When we reached Rome, there were 
about 10,000 angry young men protest- 
ing outside the American Embassy. I 
think most of them were highly in- 
fluenced by the Communist movement 
of Italy. 


The marchers were not in agreement 
with Dolci, though they followed him 
in the march. “ Dolci is a very good 
man, personally; he commands the 
respect of the people. His methods 
can bring a few reforms, but not the 
basic change. Therefore, this goodness 
does not convey a_ revolutionary 
message to the people,” said Sandra 
Garroni, from Rome University. She 
was carrying peace banners of Che 
Guevara. 


I met the vice-chancellor of Rome 
University, Professor Davack. He was 
deeply interested in Gandhi and non- 
violence. He wants to organise a semi- 
nar on Gandhi’s ideas in the Uni- 
versity, but he said that he would not 
like to dabble in any kind of politics 
or political peace movement. The 
same views were expressed by the 
vice-chancellor of Florence University, 
Mr Devoto. 


It is a strange aspect, of Italy that, 
although a strictly Roman Catholic 
country, it has at the same time a very 
strong Communist movement. ‘ Why 
is it so?’ I asked the famous Italian 
writer, Alberto Moravia. “Religion 
has. failed to provide answers to 
socio-economic problems,’ answered 
Moravia. 


“Then why are they not attracted 
towards: the peace movement?” I 
asked. “The peace movement has a 
very good aim and goal,” he said. 
“ But it has no strategy and technique 
for|achieving it. So the young people 
are more attracted towards commun- 
ism.|Having good aims is not difficult. 
Almost everybody has beautiful goals, 
such as justice, love and equality, but 
the important. thing is the means of 
obtaining those goals. Here I see the 
Significant contribution of Gandhi. 


“He was never a great scholar, 
writer or anything of that sort. He 
could attract the masses towards his 
movement only because he had a very 
clear strategy as well as a goal. Per- 
haps the present leaders of the peace 
movement have failed to provide such 
a strategy. For any successful achieve- 
ment, we need four points: a total 
philosophy; a strategy; a technique; 
and action.” 


Aldo Capitini intends to utilise the 
occasion of the Gandhi Centenary to 
make non-violence better understood. 
Seminars, lectures, TV and radio 
programmes can be organised for a 
wide debate on the relevance of 
Gandhi’s philosophy to our modern 
problems. Mr Capitini feels that we 
should have a concrete programme 
for Europe like “ Gramdan ” in India, 
though he was not sure what that 
could be. 


The basic idea of Gramdan is of 
course to change the pattern of 
ownership and the structure of power. 
Private ownership is capitalism, and 
state ownership is communism, but 
both these patterns of ownership are 
unsuitable for a peace-socie 


Rome riot 
university 


Some of the facts behind Friday’s 
police riot at Rome University, when 
197 students were hurt and 228 were 
arrested: 


This was the fifth in a series of such 
student uprisings throughout Italy 
since October. It started when the 
students at the Catholic University of 
Milan took over the university 
buildings, and shut out the faculty, 
after demands had been completely 
ignored. 


Next, students at the University of 
Trento went on strike in protest at the 
authoritarian system of university 
government. 


The most significant of the earlier up- 
risings was at Turin, where the main 
grievance was at the way the univer- 
sity authorities had botched expan- 
sion plans. A new campus was to be 
set up well outside the city, which 
meant that any non-resident students 
would have had to spend up to eight 
hours per day in travelling. However, 
no living quarters were to be pro- 
vided. 


After all complaints had been brushed 
aside, the students followed the lead 
set by Milan and Trento, and occupied 
all university buiidings, excluding the 


ty. Com- 


munity ownership is the basis of 
Gramdan, and this pattern has the 
advantages of both systems. Capital- 
ism and communism have most power 
at the top, whereas Gramdan has 
maximum power in the community. 
Can this pattern of ownership and 
structure of power suit European 
society? 

What I observed of the Italian peace 
movement may also be true of the 
world peace movement, that our 
whole effort is concentrated only in 
opposing government policies. We try 
to change the government by oppos- 
ing it, but without refusing the whole 
status quo. Is this the proper way of 
changing societies? 


As Rammurti, the prominent thinker 
of the Gramdan movement, says, “‘ To 
bring about a change we must refuse 
the traditional definitions of politics, 
economics and education. Without 
such a total refusal of the status quo 
it is ‘impossible to create a mass 
movement for a new society. There is 
a difference between opposing cer- 
tain policies through organised mob 
passion, and refusing ‘the status quo 
through ‘a mass movement.” 


Regent 
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On the march in Italy last autumn, 
Danilo Dolci, apostle of non-violence, 
leads anti-Vietnam war demonstrators 
into Rome. But just behind Dolci 
(looking over shoulder, under “Pace” 
banner) is the familiar portrait of Che 
Guevara. 


Quake victims: 
two months 
in tents 


Victims, and representatives of vic- 
tims, of January’s Sicilian earthquake 
have this week been holding a 1,500 
strong protest vigil in Rome outside 
the Chamber of Deputies. Starting on 
Saturday, March 2, they pledged to 
stay till their demands are met. 
They are demanding that the govern- 
ment spend £464 million on helping 
rehabilitate the area. It is generally 
accepted that most of the damage 
caused by the earthquake and most 
of the 300 deaths would have been 
avoided if the houses in the area had 
been properly constructed. 

As well as proper rebuilding, they 
are demanding new industries, an end 
to poverty and to the domination of 
Sicily by Mafia-controlled politicians 
(or politician-controlled Mafia). This 
should apply especially when it comes 
to administering the aid programme. 
According to one of the villagers, 
Father Caciolli, a Florentine priest 
who has been working in the earth- 
quake area since it happened (quoted 
in Monday’s Guardian), “‘ The situa- 
tion there is rather disastrous. In one 
tent city a 13-month-old boy died a 
couple of days ago from pneumonia. 
People have been living for almost 
two months in tents, sleeping in their 
clothes. There is too much disorgan- 
isation, too much political man- 
oeuvring.” 


POLISH SATIRIST 


Polish satirist Janus Szpotanski was 
sentenced in Warsaw last week to 
three years prison for “spreading 
false information on political econo- 
mic and social relations in Poland of 
a nature to harm the authority and 
prestige of the state”. What he had 
done in fact was to write an opera 
satirising Warsaw officialdom—every- 
one from Gomulka to Cardinal 
Vicinsky being targets. 

Polish Embassy: 47 Portland Place, 
London ate Polish Travel Office: 313 
treet. 


background: chaotic 


CONACItiIONS 


faculty. The traditional student 
government, which was on a three 
party system (Communist, Left-wing 
Catholic, and Liberal), was abolished 
and a united party established, which 
issued a manifesto calling for the 
loosening of faculty authority and 
greater student control. 


Similar strikes and sit-ins followed at 
Naples, Pisa, Lece—-and at Italy’s 
largest university, Rome. At bottom 
the fundamental grievances are the 
same. United fronts have been set up 
everywhere to replace the parties. 


Overcrowding is the main grievance 
of the Rome students. There are 
100,000 of them—but the university 
only has room for 18,000 at a time. On 
average there is one teacher for 
every 60 students. In some cases 
students have started lining up at 
4 am for classes starting at 10 am. No 
dormitory facilities exist. 


Police have been called in on many 
occasions to break up pretty well 
every student demonstration or 
protest. 


Inadequate teaching is the other main 
grievance—under the present system 
many professors are never seen dur- 
ing the entire term, and no guidance 


in the syllabus or on how to prepare 
is given. Pressure by students who 
fail is kept down by allowing any 
number of extra chances. 


Following the police riot on Friday, 
Rome University authorities have 
come out some little way in support of 
the students—whom they still de- 
nounce however for “excessive and 
irrelevant” demonstrations. The uni- 
versity senate has blamed “ inaction 
which has lasted too long of those in 
power ”’. So when do they resign? No, 
they don’t mean themselves, but the 
Italian government. 


(Based largely on an article by 
iON) Viady, distributed through 
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Slavish 


The Shameful Trade, by F. George 
Kay (Frederick Muller 30s). 


For the average non-scholarly reader 
interested in exploring the slave 
trade and its myriad ramifications 
without wading through acres of 
footnotes, this book by a former 
special correspondent of ‘the Daily 
Express is one answer. Its early 
chapters give easy-to-read accounts 
of the little-known background behind 
this international traffic: a close-up of 
Portugal’s role initiated by King 
Henry the Navigator; the detailed 
story of how England deliberately 
opted into the trade via the famous 
voyage of John Hawkins; commend- 
able mention at various times of the 
many slave revolts so long hidden 
from public view; and a picture of an 
aspect of the trade eventually demand- 
ing examination and treatment by 
Africans, ie. the role of Africans 
themselves in facilitating it. The final 
chapter reports continued real slavery 
in today’s world for one to two million 
human beings, a fact realised by too 
few people. 


Yet having stated so much, one wishes 
that the author had not tried to make 
the facts he so popularly reports belie 
his own title by misusing the 19th 
Century abolitionist campaign in 
Britain. His unstated theme is that 
this campaign was somehow “ atone- 
ment”’ for Britain’s original role in 
the establishment and perpetuation of 
slavery. Such an implication fails to 
come off, For the thesis itself, though 
it is understandable why it is selected 
by an Englishman, is simply unten- 
able. 

Kay offers one version of this theme: 
“. . . with patience and persistence, 
Britain approached every country 
where she had diplomatic representa- 
tion or could make contact through 
trading agents’ to persuade them to 
abolish this traffic. A little later, he is 
even more specific: ‘‘ Whatever criti- 
cisms African nationalists may make 
today about colonialism, the fact re- 
mains that thanks mainly to Britain 
and Germany, the slave system estab- 
lished over [a period of] 2,000 years 
was eradicated in less than a century.” 


In the first place, this is ‘ cheating ” 
even by the author’s own standards, 
for he lumps together the duration of 
modern slavery with Greek, Roman, 
and other earlier slave systems which 
his first chapters clearly show were 
something different from black 
slavery, though the eras overlapped 
somewhat. In fact, he notes earlier 
that the King’s assent on March 25, 
1807, to the bill abolishing the British 
Slave trade came after “only” 250 
years of that trade. This puts quite 
another face on the century it took 
to eradicate direct black slavery. 


In the second place, such a view of 
Britain’s role leads to pious judg- 
ments of other aspects of slavery and 
the slave trade which do not stand up 
to critical analysis. For example, Kay 
cites as “the main objective” of 
abolition a desire “to end the misery 
of the people of Africa.” Perhaps that 
desire did animate individuals who 
led the verbal crusade for abolition. 


Vietnam = 
 antl-war 
Stickers... 


Samples and lists of stickers, badges, 
literature. Send. s.a.e. to Housmans, 
5 Caledonian Road, London, N1. 
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ignorance 


But facts which Kay himself records 


support rather less dainty assess- | 


ments by other authors, to whom one 
is obliged to turn for comparison. 


The classic evaluation of “the main 
objective’ of Britain’s anti-slavery 
campaign was made by Eric Williams, 
Prime Minister of Trinidad and 
Tobago, in his invaluable book Capi- 
talism and Slavery, which—to judge 
by his list of references—Kay has not 
even read. Though Williams says that 
he is not investigating slavery as such 
but its effects on British capitalism, 
his book furnishes a context which, if 
ignored, renders any study of slavery 
itself barren. In its baldest form, 
Williams’ estimate of British abolition 
is as follows: 


“When British capitalism depended 
on the West Indies, they ignored 
slavery or defended it. When British 
capitalism found the West Indian 
monopoly a nuisance, they des- 
troyed West Indian slavery as the 
first step in the destruction of West 
Indian monopoly.” 


From such a basic divergence of 
views, there follow various corollaries. 
For example, Kay sees the abolition- 
ists in England as pure humanitarians. 
In contrast, the West Indian scholar 
and statesman comments on such an 
attitude thus: 


“The humanitarians were the 
spearhead of the onslaught which 
destroyed the West Indian system 
and freed the Negro. But their 
importance has been seriously mis- 
understood and grossly exaggerated 
by men who have § sacrificed 
scholarship to sentimentality ...” 


Of course, Williams concedes that 
they “ were a brilliant band”, and in 
fact he names and sketches the roles 
of a number of them, some of whom 
—like the Stephens and James Ram- 
sey—Kay \does not even mention. 
Rather, Kay chooses to present Wil- 
liam Wilberforce as the leader of 
abolition, describing him as “a for- 
midable and resourceful champion of 
the Negroes”. Here again, Williams’ 
estimate differs: 


“Beside these men Wilberforce 
... appears small in stature. There 
is a certain smugness about the 
man, his life, his religion. As a 
leader, he was inept, addicted to 
moderation, compromise, and delay 
... He relied for success on aristo- 
cratic patronage, parliamentary 
diplomacy, and private influence 
with men in office. He-was a lobby- 
ist, and it was a common saying that 
his vote could be safely predicted, 
for it was certain to be opposed to 
his speech.” 


We have here not a simple difference 
of opinion between individuals but a 
radical controversy over slavery itself. 
Recording their material background 
in no way impugns the personal 
motives of Britain’s good anti-slavery 
men of the 19th Century—but it does 
set them into the real world where 
they actually operated. 


In view of Kay’s attitude towards the 
abolition campaign, moreover, it is 
interesting how carefully he pro- 
claims over and over again that he is 
not making a moral judgment against 
the slavers. Typically, for instance, he 
declares early on that men like John 
Hawkins ‘cannot .be regarded as 
brutes’. because “he could hardly 
have known better”, living as he did 
in a brutal era. Again, he says: 


“*Tt is useless to condemn the moral 
outlook of the Seventeenth Century 
by contrasting it with the emanci- 
pation movements of the Nine- 
teenth. It is very doubtful whether 
the. humane _ idealist .would have 
beaten the practical. politician with 


t 


his lofty arguments if the labour 
force in the Americas had not been 
long established and had no chance 
whatever of returning to its ances- 
tral home in Africa.” 


Aside from indirectly bolstering 
Williams’ quoted position on abolition- 
ist aims, such a position casts a bright 
light on Kay’s main theme: If such 
statements are true, why glorify men 
who were also products of their age 
just because they started a campaign 
to abolish what some of their contem- 
poraries, who need not be morally 
judged, had started? Yet this is pri- 
marily the atmosphere which sur- 
rounds some of the author’s judg- 
ments on other important matters, of 
which I offer only two. 


1. He compares conditions of English 
workers of the time, especially of the 
sailors who manned slave ships, with 
those of the slaves themselves. In my 
opinion, by erroneously making the 
two comparable, he _ conveniently 
arrives at the conclusion of certain 
19th Century abolitionists: that 
English workers were “really worse 
off” than slaves. This can be main- 
tained only by lifting both groups out 
of the realities which surrounded the 
Statistics bearing on certain aspects 
of their real lives. Let this not be 
interpreted.as glossing over the un- 
deniable sufferings of early wage 
workers; it rather focuses on differ- 
ences between men captured, sold, 
owned, and snatched from their nor- 
mal habitat, etc, and those who, out 
of slavery itself, eventually overcame 
the, worst of those early conditions. 


2, As an American of strong abolition- 
ist sentiment, I can only deplore the 
author's treatment of John Brown as 
“a. mad religious fanatic”, which 
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happens to be the “ official” attitude 
accepted by most white Americans 
and based on carefully nurtured ig- 
norance. The reason is not far to seek. 
Among his references, Kay lists only 
Bancroft’s American history as his 
authority on US _ practice during 
slavery. This would be the same as 
referring to a book by Adolf Hitler to 
learn about Nazi persecution of Jews. 
For Bancroft was one of a generation 
of ex-Confederates or their immediate 
descendants who, after Reconstruction 
was defeated in the American South 
via the Republican sell-out in the 1876 
elections, rewrote US history through 
the Reconstruction era as related to 
Black Americans. 


These doctored versions of what hap- 
pened became the only ones taught to 
Americans, black or white, in US 
schools up to very recently when some 
Universities appear 'to be slowly re- 
turning ‘to sources. Even so, ‘there 
seems no reason why any British citi- 
zen should swallow such a view whole 
and 'then offer it as “fact ”. 

Perhaps tthe “ moral” underlying this 
review tis that, with the best will’ in 
the world, no Englishman can really 
do justice to his country’s full role in 
“The Shameful Trade”. Maybe it 
takes the descendants of slaves, with 
the motivation such descent implies, 
to achieve the overall sharper ‘view- 
point that such a burdensome. phase 
of history demands. Despite such a 
basic judgment, however, the reader 
who is a novice in knowledge of black 
slavery. will profit considerably fro 
reading this book. 


Hodee Edwards lived in Ghana till the 
coup that toppled Nkrumah. Now she 
lives in London and works as teacher 
and free-lance journalist. 


As this is a free service we reserve the right to 
select from notices sent in. To make the service 
as complete as possible, we urge organisers to: 


1. Send entries to arrive not later than first 
post Monday (Friday preferred). 

2. Include date, town, place (hall, street), 
nature of event, speakers, organisers (and 
secretary's address). 

To publicise full details, book a classified or 

displayed advertisement. 

Remember to order copies of Peace News for 

your advertised meeting: Sale or Return. From 

Circulation Dept., 5 Caledonian Road, N.1. 


8 March, Friday 
BRIGHTON. $3 and 7.30 pm. Friends Meeting 
House, Ship Street. Showing of ‘‘ The War 
Game '' and other films. UNA. 


LEICESTER. 7.30 pm. Friends Heeting House, 


Queen's Road. ‘‘ China and Peace’’ speaker 
paul Marett Doody. Leicester Friends Peace 
roup. 


S March, Saturday 


BRISTOL. mornings. Queens Road. On sale 
Peace News and peace books. Helpers wel- 
comed. Chris Shellard. 


HORFIELD. 11 am, Ashley Down Road/Glouces- 
ter Road. Leafleting, loudhailer speaking on 
Nuclear Disarmament, Polaris, NATO. Bristol 
Peace Action. 


LEEDS. 3 pm. Friends Meeting House, Carleton 
aT Woodhouse Lane. AGM Yorkshire area 


LONDON E3, 7.45 pm. St. Paul's Vicarage, Bow 
Common. Christian Anarchists. Peter Lumsden 
and Fr Andrew King, ‘‘ The death of God? ”’. 


9-10 March, Sat-Sun 


LONDON WC1. Mary Ward Hall, Tavistock Place. 
Discussion Conference, ‘' Britain’s Crisis & the 
New Defence Policy’’: Peggy Crane, Paul 
Martin, Ivor Montagu, speaker from W Germany. 
Credentials from British Peace Cttee, 84 
Claverton St, London SWi. Delegates 10s, 


visitors 2s 6d per day. 


ADRIAN 
MITCHELL, 
POET 


from page 3 


through himself—through his tor- 
tured and disordered sensibility—the 
disruption of art, values, social 
arrangements, and community that 
has turned England into a psychic 
disaster area where society is little 
more than the continuation of war by 
other means. A poet who’s been 
hauled in the dry-cleaners and 
shoved through a vacuum machine, 
he detects in himself all the emotional 
wounds, frustrated possibilities, and 
moral failures of the present: 


Peace was all I ever wanted. 

It was too expensive. 

My love, they are trying to drive us 
mad. 


Half the people I love are shrinking. 
My ee they are trying to drive us 
mad. 


Half the people I love are exploding. 
My love, they are trying to drive us 
mad. 


I am afraid of. going mad. 


Like everyone else, Mitchell does set 
pieces—the best example in this book 
Is “ Peace Is Milk ” (still available, by 
the way, as Peace News Poetry Pam- 
phlet 2 from Housmans Bookshop). 
Here he evokes the Spirits of Terror 
and Love on the page in a way that 
makes me think of Dante: you can’t 
shrug off Mitchell’s Flies and Ele- 
phants any more than you can laugh 
off Dante’s Hell or Blake’s Tyger or 
Melville’s Whale. Mitchell has seen 
them—and, by God! he makes us see 
them too! Criticisms? Some of the 
very small poems—* word:cartoons ” 
—are somewhat slight and flabby and 
much too whimsical for my taste: it 
seems to be approaching the outer 
limits of wilfulness to include them 
in the same book along with set pieces 
like “Peace Is Milk” or “You Get 
Used To It”. Perhaps they would 
stand up better by being printed as a 
separate booklet or set apart in a 
section of the book, by themselves. 
But whether because of or despite this 


10 March, Sunday 


BIRMINGHAM. 8 pm. “ Salutation *’ Snow Hill. 
Jazz club, all profits to CND. 


LONDON NB8, 7.30 pm. Ann Mythen's, 65 Cecile 


Park, Hornsey, Discussion: ‘‘ State Schools, 
Free Schools, Non-Schools "’ Libertarian 
Teachers’ Assoc. 

LONDON W8. 3.30 pm. Essex Church Hall, 


Palace Gdns Terr, Notting Hill Gate. Mrs P. M. 
Wylam: ‘‘ Sikh Religion "’. 


11 March, Monday 


BRIGHTON. 7.30 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Ship Street, Discussion on ‘‘ The War Game '"’. 


EAST GRINSTEAD. 8 pm. Moat Church Hall, 
Moat Road. Sybil Cookson on Vietnam. Every- 
body welcome. CND. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 7.30 pm. Committee 


Room booked by Frank Allaun, MP. ‘' Arms 
Cuts and Economic Problems'"'. Speakers: 
Robert Rowthorne, Ron Atkins, MP, Albert 


Booth, MP. ‘Chairman: Frank Allaun. LPF. 


LONDON WC1. 7.30 pm. Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street. ‘‘ Greek Democracy? "’. 
Everybody welcome. 


LONDON WI1. 7 pm. Flat 4, 
Road, Notting Hill Anarchists. 


11-16 March, Mon-Sat 


LONDON STOP-IT- CTTEE organising actions 
each day of week: Monday, demonstration in 
support of draft resisters at Downing St. Tues- 
day, pickets & leafleting of major centres of 
US industrial interests; Pan Am, American 
Trade Centre ete. Wednesday, University 
activity. Friday, actions at centres of war 
production i.e. Dow Chemicals. Saturday, 
actions at US bases and military offices ete. 
Details: March Project, 94 Greencroft Gdns, 
NW6. 


12 March, Tuesday 


CROYDON. 2.30 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Park Lane. Talk by Myrtle Solomon ‘‘ The 
Israel/Arab Question’’. Croydon & district 


88 Clarendon 


LONDON NW6. 8 pm. 16 Kilburn House, Mal- 
vern Place, Kilburn Anarchists. 


structural flaw, the book does sum up 
as an extremely effective portrait of 
the man and his times: 


Every time I shut my eyes all I see 
is flames. 

Made a marble phone book and I 
carved all the names. 

So coat my eyes with butter 

Fill my ears with silver 

Stick my legs in plaster 

Tell me lies about Vietnam. 


In the final analysis, however, the book 
is not only the sum of its parts but 
exceeds its parts. This seems ‘to me to 
be the best way to leok at it—how- 
ever intolerable it may be aesthetic- 
ally as general practice—and it’s 
probably also the way that Mitchell 
would want us to look at it. By my 
count there are at least eighteen 
poems in this book that come off 
supremely well and are unqualified 
successes—poems that I would give 
my right arm to have written. Yet 
neither Mitchell’s skill with poetic 
form nor his literary guts—nor even 
my own quiet envy, for that matter— 
is finally the issue at stake here. What 
really distinguishes Out Loud and 
makes it the most significant and ex- 
citing book of poems to be published 
in this country for some considerable 
time is Mitchell’s conception of 
modern life in our society—this sui- 
cidal England of empty sex, advertis- 
ing, power-politics, public relations, 
and ossified culture—as requiring a 
total response by the contemporary 
poet in behalf of his fellow-citizens. 
One needs to be sturdy tin order ‘to see 
deeply what is wrong and yet endure 
— and this is precisely Mitchell’s great 
merit. 

Salvatore Quasimodo once said that 
“a poet is a poet when he does not 
renounce his presence in a given land 
at a precise time, politically defined. 
And poetry is the freedom and truth 
of that time and not the abstract 
modulations of sentiment”. Mitchell’s 
Out Loud is poetry of and in our time. 
He offers us no solution to the mad- 
ness of our society—that is the job 
of philosophy, not poetry—but rather 
some vital defence against it. In other 
words he’s useful—and that’s how I 
like my poets to be, because that’s all 
they need to be! And for a man like 
myself, who is lonely and hungers for 
community, it’s gratifying to be able 
to report that this book is dedicated 
not to wife or child or parent but 
beyond the bonds of blood and passion 
—to friends. Buy it, friends! 


is March, Wednesday 


LEICESTER. 8 pm. 1 The Crescent, King Street. 
Leicester Project, libertarian/peace action & 
discussien. 


WESTMINSTER. 7.30 pm. Church House. ‘‘ Con- 
flict in Southern Africa'' speakers: Eduardo 
Mondlane, Robert Resha, K. L. Dube. Chairman: 
David Steel. Africa Bureau, MCF, AAM, UNA. 
Tickets 2s 6d: AAM, 89 Charlotte St, W1. 


14 March, Thursday 


BRIGHTON. 12.15 to 2 pm. Friends Centre, Ship 
Street. Oxfam lunch hour. 


HULL. 8 pm. Blue Bel! Inn, Lowgate. ‘* The 
Freedom Folk’’ folksong, ballads, blues & 
poetry. 


LEYTONSTONE. 8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Bush Road. Muriel Barnard presents Schubert's 
songs on records. £10 & Ell PPU. 


LONDON WCI. 8 pm. Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square. ‘‘ Resisting the American War" with 
London Premier of ‘‘My Name is Philip... 
I'm Classified as a Deserter from the US 
Army''. Mare Ellington, American Draft 
Resister singing folk songs. Talk by Ben Birn- 
berg, of British Civil Liberties Union, on posi- 
tion of American draft resisters and deserters 
in Britain. Adm 5s. 


ROYAL SOCIETY OF MEDECINE. 8 pm. Philip 
R. Evans, MD, FRCP, speaking on ‘' Some Ex- 
periences of Medicine in South Vietnam’’. 
Chairman: Prof Sir Alexander Haddew, Medical 
Association for Prevention of War. Admission 
by invitation. Enquiries: Hon Sec, Dr M. C. 0. 
Bax, 17 Priory Gardens, N6. 


15 March, Friday 


LONDON WCI. 7.30 pm. Holborn Assembly Hall, 
Johns Mews, Northington St. Lord Soper, 


Michael Barnes, MP & a prominent Biafran: 
‘“‘ Nigeria, stop this war''. Britain Biafra 
Association. 


16 March, Saturday 


CHELMSFORD. 2.45 pm. Technical High School, 
Patching Hall Lane. (off Broomfield Rd, A130). 
Leaflet & Poster Picket of Foreign Sec George 
Brown at E Anglian LP Rally. Meet at 2 pm 
with posters etc. Chelmsford Cttee for Peace in 
Vietnam. 


17 March, Sunday 


CRAWLEY, SUSSEX. 10 am to 4.30 pm. AEU 
Hall, Robinson Road. Blood for Vietnam donat- 
ing session. Contact Crawley CND, 38 Loppets 
Road, Tilgate, Crawley, Sx. 


TRAFALGAR SQUARE. 2.30 pm. March on US 
Embassy. International Solidarity Demonstra- 
tion. March 17 Vietnam Ad Hoc Cttee. 


24 March, Sunday 


KENNINGTON PARK. 2 pm. Dissociation demo: 
demand British dissociation from the American 
war in Vietnam. March from Kennington Park 
to Rally Trafalgar Square, 3.30 pm. Protest 10 
Downing Street, 5 pm. Publicity material and 
information from YCND, 5 Caledonian Road, N1. 


In FREEDOM this week 


The day the cops called 
or Where is the bomb? 
Articles by Jack Robinson 
and Mary Canipa 
Arthur W. Uloth reviews 1649 — 
James Duke’s book on Ievellers 
and diggers 
A call for May Day strike 
Price 6d from scarce sources and 
Freedom Bookshop, 17a Maxwell Rd, 
SW6 


National Peace Council 
29 Great James Street, London WC1 


INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS LUNCH 


CONWAY HALL, Red Lion Square, 
WCl 


MARCH 15 12.30 to 2 pm 
SPEAKER: RONALD 8. MALLONE 
‘NATIONAL POLITICS AND 
WORLD PEACE’ 


UNDER 35s 
CONFERENCE 


STRATFORD UPON AVON 
APRIL 5 to 7 


SUBJECT: ‘NONVIOLENCE AND 
SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECO- 
NOMIC CHANGE’ 


Application forms from above address 


ORDER OF THE GREAT 
COMPANIONS 

Service 3.30 Sun 10 March 

Essex Church Hall, Palace Gdns 
Terrace, Notting Hill Gate. 

Mrs P. M. Wylam 

“ Sikh Religion ” 
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an independent weekly 


Co-editors: Roger Barnard (Features) 
Peter Willis (Sub-editor) 
Bob Overy (News) 
Editorial Assistants: Kevin McGrath 
Joanalee Hurwitt 


Promotion: Richard Vaughan 
Peter Drinkwater 


Distribution: Richard Squirrell 
Subscriptions: Julie Kettle 
Ads/Diary: Barbara Higgins 
Accounts: Ivy Mister 

Generali Manager: Harry Mister 


5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, 
London Ni. Telephone TER 4473 


Terms: 6d per word, min. 4s. Discounts for 
series. Box No. 1s extra. Cash with order (not 
stamps please). Adverts to reach 5 Caledonian 
Rd., London, N.l by first post Monday. Box 
No. replies to same address. Displayed advert- 
isements rates on application. 


Coming events 

ANARCHIST BLACK X. Folk Social, Roebuck, 
Tottenham Court Road (Warren St tube) 
Saturday March 16th. 


CONFLICT IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. Church 
House, Westminster. 13 March, 7.30 pm. 
Eduardo C. Mondlane, Frelimo; Humphrey 


Berkeley; K. L. Dube, ZAPU; Sir Dingle Foot, 
MP; Lord Collinson; Robert Resha, ANC (South 
Africa); David Steel, MP (Chairman). Arranged 
by Africa Bureau, Movement for Colonial Free- 
dom, Anti-Apartheid Movement, United Nations 
Association. Tickets 2s 6d from AAM, 89 
Charlotte Street, W1. 580 5311. 


NIGERIA, STOP THIS WAR. Public meeting, 
Friday, March 15, 7.30 pm. Holborn Assembly 
Hali, John's Mews, Northington Street, WCi. 
Chairman Lord Soper. Speakers include: 
Michael Barnes MP and a prominent Biafran. 
Organised by the Britain-Biafra Association. 


RESISTANCE IN AMERICA. Public meeting 
about resistance in US to the Vietnam war. 
Recent film. Draft resistance and its relation to 
Britain. Monday 11 March, 7.45 pm. Conway 
Hall, Red Lion Sq, WCl. Admission free. 


Personal 

ANGRY ARTS FILM SOCIETY Spring season. 
Four shows, to begin 26 March. Films on US 
Civil Rights struggle, Cuba, China, Vietnam. 
Membership 2s 6d. Tickets 5s. Write Angry Arts 
Film Soc, 59 Fleet St, EC4. Phone FLE 5735. 


BOOKSTALL (portable) offered in payment of 
carriage. 2 wheeled, pyramid style, 2 sided, 
racked, with canopy. Phone 01-330 0434 or Box 
no 833. 


COMMERCIAL TYPING at. very 
rates. Box No 830. 


reasonable, 


DUREX Gossamer 8s 6d dozen. Durex Fether- 
lite 14s 6d dozen, Durex Gold Pack 12s dozen. 
Real Skins three for 15s 6d. Dept PN, Personal 
Service, 626 Leeds Road, Dewsbury. 


50 PERCENT CQMMISSION is good for experi- 
enced/non-experienced free-lance sellers of a 
ape tae classified space. Sell for ‘' HELP "’ 
836 3151. 


MARRIAGE & ADVICE BUREAU. Katharine 
Allen (ex Welfare Officer, Ministry of Labour, . 
War Office, Foreign Office) personal introduc- 
tions. 7 Sedley Place, Woodstock St, London 
WI. GRO 2556. Hours 10-5. 


MEETING ROOM available for committees, small 
conferences etc. 15s per 3 hour session. Cen- 
trally situated, seat up te 36. Peace News, 5 
Caledonian Road, London N1. 


PEACE LOVING painter and decorator requires 
work urgently, reasonable rates, free estimates, 
ten percent of all profits donated to Peace 


News. Michael Shields, 152 Fortess Road, 
Tufnell Park, NW5. 
SECRETARY/BOOKEEPER reqd by _ internat 


peace organisation. Apply Chairman WILPF, 29 
Gt James St, WC1. 


SELLOTAPE DISPENSERS and envelopes of 
many sizes and all kinds of stationery for 
personal, group or office use. Get all your 
supplies from Housmans (the Peace News 
booksellers) 5 Caledonian Road, London Nl, 


TYPING, manuscripts, theses, etc. Sue Pottle, 
4c Willow Buildings, Willow Rd, NW3, SWI 4192. 


WHEN IN A CO-OP SHOP quote London Co-op 
number 336943 or send us the dividend check. 
The resulting dividend will be paid into the 
Peace News Fund. Try learning the number. 


Publications 

LEAFLETS, POSTERS, a wide range of Peace, 
Radical and Political literature (and any book 
in print) can be obtained through Housmans 
(the Peace News booksellers). Sale or return 
selections for meetings, etc (everything ar- 
ranged for you). Write or cali: Housmans, 5 
Caledonian Road, London Ni. TER 4473 


Theatre 


UNITY EUS 8647 Billy Liar perfs Thu Fri Sat 
Sun at 7.45 pm. Tickets 5s. 


HUMAN RIGHTS: 

THE LANGUAGE PROBLEM 

A public lecture 

Friday, March 15, at 7.30 pm. 
Gustave Tuck Theatre, University 
College, Gower St, WC1. 
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Gypsies: 

a flawed 

bill 


Kevin McGrath writes: Council 
workers in Redbridge have said that 
they will refuse to evict the group of 
travellers which Redbridge Council is 
trying to shift from a site off Wood- 
ford Bridge Road in Outer London. It 
was likely that the council might hire 
contractors to do the job. » 
The travellers have dug in, and this 
week were ready to resist any eviction 
attempt. A number of outsiders have 
promised to come and help. (Phone 
Grattan Puxon 349 9427). 
Meanwhile in parliament Eric Lub- 
bock’s bill to make local authorities 
provide sites for travellers passed its 
second reading on Friday. But unless 
it is amended in committee stage, it 
could leave many travellers in a worse 
position than at present. 

The National Council for Civil Liber- 
ties has circularised MPs, welcoming 
the bill but pointing out defects. 

The bill contains no provision for 
temporary sites, or interim protection 
of travellers during the period before 
the bill takes full effect. This could 
encourage local authorities to try to 
move out of their area as many 
travellers as they can, so as to reduce 
the number of sites they will have to 
provide. 

Additional powers of eviction would 
be given to local authorities during 
this period. Moreover once the Minis- 
ter of Housing is satisfied that a local 
authority has provided enough sites 
or that it would be “impracticable ” 
to provide sites, travellers lose all pro- 
tection under the bill. No allowance 
is made for changes in population etc 
—if a traveller doesn’t fit in with the 
statistics (which is a natural state of 
affairs for travellers) he will be even 
more open to persecution than today. 
The discretion given to the Minister is 
equally disturbing (fancy what a 
Henry Brooke, or worse still a Jim 
Callaghan, could make of it). 


Polaris demos 


CND’s Polaris March on Saturday 
March 9 leaves Islington Square 1.30, 
across ferry, public meeting Birken- 
head shopping centre 3.30. Buses from 
London (Grays Inn Road 11.30 pm 
Friday) and from Manchester and 
Birmingham. Check CND (CHA 3872). 
On launch day (March 15) a vigil 
is planned from 9.30 am, and a teach- 
in on Polaris 7.30 pm at McNaught 
Hall, Birkenhead. 


March days 


A number of actions in London are 
planned during the coming week, as a 
build-up to March 17. The aim is to 
dramatise and publicise British in- 
volvement in Vietnam, and the Ameri- 
can presence in Britain. 

Monday: demonstration in support of 
American draft resisters in Britain 
(phone Stop-It, FLE 5735), and open 
meeting at Conway Hall 7.45, with 
prominent speakers and entertainers, 
to get week going, and talk about 
draft resistance. 

Tuesday to Thursday: actions at Pan 
Am centre, Piccadilly, and at US 
Chamber of Commerce centre, Brook 
Street, daily 12.20 to 2.30 pm. Organ- 
isers point out that Pan Am has cut 
down on passenger services to help 
fly men to Vietnam, and that the 
Chamber of Commerce symbolises 
American economic expansion in 
Britain. 

Thursday: another meeting at the 
Conway Hall, 8 pm, on draft resis- 
tance, with Marc Ellington, folksinger 
and draft refugee, and Ben Birnberg 
5s (check this is still on with Harry 
Pincus, SWI 2419). 

Friday: a mass demonstration at the 
offices of Dow Chemical Ltd (British 
subsidiary of the world’s biggest 
Napalm producers) from 12.30 to 2.30. 


Immigrants ban: price of unity? 


Bob Overy writes: In an atmosphere 
of bitter dismay, a diverse and 
talented gathering of immigrant and 
human right leaders met in Camden 
last Wednesday night. 


The focus was of course opposition to 
the Commonwealth Immigration Bill; 
but it was quickly conceded that the 
fight against the Bill was already lost. 
Tony Smythe, secretary of the 
National Council for Civil Liberties, 
described how he had phoned 100 
MPs, asking them to come on the 
previous Sunday’s march to Downing 
Street, but how none had committed 
themselves and only one had turned 
up. He called for a National Alliance 
against Racialism. 


Several later speakers agreed that if 
the price to be paid for a united 
front of Africans and Asians in this 
country was the arbitrary exclusion of 
Kenya Asians, then this might not be 
too high. Ironically, as A. Sivanandan, 
a Maltese immigrant, observed, the 
Asians had been forced to leave 
Kenya because they preferred to trust 
the white British to guarantee their 
rights rather than the black Kenyans. 
George Clark, of the Notting Hill 
Community Workshops, said that the 


time had come for civil disobedience. 
Joe Hunte, public relations officer of 
the Joint Council for the Welfare of 
Immigrants, hinted that black violence 
might come, and proposed a strike of 
black people on the buses and in 
other social services. 


Many speakers felt that the latest 
Bill, with its transparently racialist 
insistence on the “substantial con- 
nection ” which immigrants must have 
with the mother country, had com- 
pletely undermined what promises 
there were contained in the new Race 
Relations Bill. Paul Foot, author of the 
Penguin Immigration and Race in 
British Politics and staff-member of 
Private Eye, assailed “the Big Lie’ 
that restricting immigration can help 
race relations in this country. 


That quite the opposite is true, was 
argued compellingly by Jeff Crawford 
of the West Indian Standing Confer- 
ence, who forecast in the near future: 
(1) the deportation of “ Black Power ” 
leaders; (2) the refusal, written into 
local council regulations, to allow sub- 
letting of council homes to coloured 
people; and (3) the establishment of 
a voucher system for indentured 
labour, with immigrants being shep- 


Human Whites 


Kevin McGrath writes: Among MPs 
who celebrated Human Rights Year 
last week by voting in favour of the 
Immigrants Bill were two Hon. Presi- 
dents of the United Kingdom Commit- 
tee for Human Rights Year, and six 
committee members, including one 
member of the Executive Committee. 
So far one local committee in Birming- 
ham has called for the Hon. Presi- 
dents—Heath and Wilson—to be 
asked to resign. Others can be 
expected to follow. 


For their information the other MPs 
concerned were: Neil Carmichael, Sir 
Barnett Janner, Quintin Hogg, Mrs 
Margaret McKay (she is the Executive 
Committee member), Alan Lee Wil- 
liams, and Lord Peddie. 


Just to be fair, there were 13 com- 
mittee members and two vice- 
presidents among those who voted 
against the bill. 


A spokesman for the committee was 
doubtful if any move would be made 
to ask for any resignations, let alone 
the rather more relevant expulsions, 
but was unable to offer any sugges- 


tions as to what was the point of their 
being on the committee. 


Just for the record the new act 
appears to offend against at least four, 
and probably five articles of the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human Rights, 
especially articles 9 (No one shall be 
subjected to arbitrary arrest, deten- 
tion, or exile), 138 (Everyone has the 
right to freedom of movement and 
residence within the borders of each 
state; everyone has the right to leave 
any country, including his own, and 
to return to his country) and 15 
(Everyone has the right to a nation- 
ality; no one shall be arbitrarily de- 
prived of his nationality ...). 


But since the crafty British govern- 
ment has never got round to signing 
the relevant covenants that would 
give the Universal Declaration any 
legal status it isn’t much use. However 
in a rash moment it did sign the Con- 
vention on the Reduction of Stateless- 
ness. Lawyers are trying to work out 
whether this could be used to undo 
some of the harm, and_ scuttle 
Callaghan. 


\ AMERIGA|// 
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Dragon’s teeth 


herded to and from their home coun- 
tries as the demand for labour 
requires, 


Another speaker was Ronald Segal, 
the South African exile, who des- 
cribed with superb verbal artistry how 
unsurprised he was to find the pattern 
of his homeland recurring in this 
country; how the Labour Party had 
become irrelevant to those who cared 
about socialism; how the choice was 
between black rebellion in the cities 
or local Labour parties and others 
with firm multiracial principles assert- 
ing themselves within the local com- 
munity; and how he feared that the 
latter alternative was unrealistic. 


There was the willingness within the 
meeting to form a united front of 
white, black and brown to fight the 
drift into racism; but there was no 
obvious issue or proposal and no 
obvious leader to unite the different 
groups. Tony Smythe is now working 
hard to promote the idea of a National 
Alliance against Racialism, but I 
wouldn’t be optimistic. 

| ae 


Israeli embassy 
siege 

The Israeli embassy looked to be in a 
state of siege on Saturday when about 
60 people, mostly students, demon- 
strated against the arrest and trial of 
Halil Toameh, secretary of the Arab 


students union at the Hebrew Univer- 
sity, Jerusalem. 


Windows were shut, huge wooden 
shutters were closed—but since the 
embassy is in Millionaires Row, like 
the Russian one, demonstrators were 
kept several hundred yards away, 
outside the iron gates into High Street 
Kensington. 


Demonstrators were mostly British— 
pacifists, plus assorted lefties—with 
perhaps a dozen Israelis (which was 
good, considering the fact that at the 
least they were risking their pass- 
ports). 


Posters calling for equal rights for 
Arabs in Israel, and for withdrawal 
from occupied territory (‘‘ Oppressors 
cannot be Free”) attracted interest 
from passers by. Some British Jews 
came specially to protest at the pro- 
testors, and persuade them that this 
kind of demonstration was likely to 
encourage anti-semitism. 


Saigon 
Buddhists jailed 


The Saigon regime’s police were this 
week still trying to link militant Budd- 
hist leaders with the NLF, with a 
press conference on Monday to pub- 
licise “‘ proof” that Thich Tri Quang 
knew in advance that the NLF would 
attack at Tet. 


The pretence that Thich Tri Quang 
and the 500 or so other VIPs (trade 
union officials, religious leaders, poli- 
ticians, intellectuals etc) picked up 
two weeks ago are being held in pro- 
tective custody, is still being main- 
tained. However, Lee Lescaze in Tues- 
day’s International Herald Tribune, 
wrote: “It is apparent that they are 
not being handled as men who are 
genuinely in custody to protect them 
from the Viet Cong”. In fact, they 
are kept under close police guard 
even when their wives and children 
are visiting. 


On Sunday, 40 people took part in a 
protest picket at the South Viet~ 
namese Embassy in London, organised 
by YCND; a letter of protest was 
ee to a member of the diplomatic 
staff. 
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Please place a cross in the box beside the answer 
you most prefer, even if it doesn’t fully represent 
your opinion. If you want to, please elaborate your 
ideas on a separate piece of paper. 


The questionnaire is anonymous. An analysis of the 
results will be published in Peace News, and they 
will be made available to the Peace Research Centre 
for their general studies on peacemaking. Further 
copies are available on request. 


Your prompt co-operation will be much appreciated. 
Please send your completed questionnaire to: 

Peace News Survey, 

5 Caledonian Road, 

London N1. 


March 8 1968 


1 FOR HOW LONG HAVE YOU READ PEACE NEWS 6 IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE THAT YOU WOULD 11 ARE YOU A MEMBER OF ANY RELIGIOUS 
MORE OR LESS REGULARLY? (once a month or LIKE TO SEE INCLUDED IN THE PAPER? ORGANISATION? 
more often) [1 no, never 


less than 1-2 3-4 5-6 7-10 11 years no, but was once a member of 
1 year years years years years or more 


a] 
oO C im | O O 0 yes, passive member Sie wes aoe <n ee ee 
a] 


do not yes, active member of 
remember 


12 ARE YOU A MEMBER OF ANY POLITICAL PARTY? 


no, never 
{J no, but was once a member of 


7 HOW OFTEN WOULD YOU SAY YOU READ THE 


HOW WERE YOU FIRST INTRODUCED TO PEACE 
FOLLOWING PAPERS? 


NEWS? (please choose only the most important 
factors) 


parent 

other member of the family or household 
friend, colleague etc 

teacher, lecturer etc 

priest, vicar, preacher etc 

Housmans Bookshop 

bought from street seller or stall 

bought from PPU, CND or other peace 
organisation 

saw it at a peace meeting 

saw it at a demonstration or march 

editorial mention in the press 
advertisement in the press 

mentioned on radio 

mentioned on TV 

saw it in a library or common room 

saw it at newsagent or bookshop 

other. please specify............cceceeeeeen eee 
do not remember 


OO 


© yes, passive member of 
{] yes, active member of 


13 ARE YOU A MEMBER OF ANY OTHER SOCIAL 
REFORM ORGANISATION? 


no, never 
no, but was once a member of 


one issue per week 


or less 


Daily Express 
Daily Mail 
Daily Mirror 
Daily Sketch 
Daily Telegraph 
The Guardian 
Morning Star 
The Sun 

The Times 


other (please specify) 


yes, passive member of 
yes, active member of 


OOOOOOHOCO every issue 
QOOCOOOONO most issues 
OoOnooOooOoO 4 few issues 


ALTOGETHER HOW MANY ORGANISATIONS AND 
ASSOCIATIONS ARE YOU A MEMBER OF? 


none 1-2 3-4 5-6 
O O i) O 


o 
oO 
Cl 
oI 
o 
Oo 
g 
o 
C 
C4 
g 
Oo 
o 
‘= 
q 
5 


O Obo00000n0o 
O OO0O000000 never read 


oO 
D 
Oo 


7 or more 


3 APART FROM YOU IS THERE ANYONE ELSE WHO 


USUALLY READS YOUR COPY OF PEACE NEWS? 


nobody 
[1 members of the household. How many? 
other relations. How many? 
friends. How many? 
people at work. How many? 


8 HOW OFTEN WOULD YOU SAY YOU READ 
FOLLOWING PERIODICALS AND WEEKLIES? 


HAVE YOU EVER SPOKEN AT A MEETING IN 
ORDER TO PROMOTE A POINT OF VIEW? 


no yes, contributions 
to discussions 
O 


yes, lectures 
and speeches 


members of a group, please specify type of 


HAVE YOU EVER WRITTEN TO A NEWSPAPER 
IN ORDER TO PROMOTE A POINT OF VIEW? 


no yes, letters 
to the editor 


Oo Oo O 


one issue per 
month or tess 


How many people read your copy on 
average? 
Freedom yes, articles 


International Times 


4 PEACE NEWS COVERS A NUMBER OF TOPICS. Listener 
WHICH OF THEM DO YOU FIND VERY INTEREST- New Statesman 


ING, OF SOME INTEREST AND OF NO INTEREST? Observer 
Private Eye 


Sunday Times 
Tribune 

The Friend 
New Society 


other, namely 


HAVE YOU PARTICIPATED IN ANY OF THE 
EASTER MARCHES? IF SO; WHICH ONES? 


none A OEa 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 
5! 
O Oo C] O O 0 0 


1965 1966 1967 
CO) O fa 


QOOOOOOOGHO every issue 
OOOoOOoooOooO most issues 
NOOOHono 


very 
interesting 
of some 
interest 

of no 
interest 
do not 
know 


O pooooooooo 4 few issues 
O OODOOCOAHG never read 


i) 
Oo 
Bee 


social/educational 
cultural /art 

peace activities 
religious/ philosophical 
economic/ industrial 
current affairs 


9 HOW MANY HOURS, ON AVERAGE, DO YOU 
SPEND PER WEEK READING BOOKS, WATCHING 
TV, LISTENING TO RADIO, OR AT THE CINEMA? 


HAVE YOU EVER TAKEN PART IN ANY OTHER 
ep Sateen) FOR OR AGAINST ANYTHING 
L 


no yes, namely 


is} 


OO0000 
OO000O 
OOo00o0o0 
OOO0O00 


5 PEACE NEWS PRESENTS THESE GENERAL 
TOPICS IN A NUMBER OF WAYS. WHICH PARTS 
OF THE PAPER DO YOU FIND VERY INTEREST- 


E INTEREST AND OF NO INTEREST 
ISIS ST RTM SMSF ale S WOULD YOU BE PREPARED TO PARTICIPATE IN 


A_ PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATION WHICH HAD 
BEEN PROHIBITED BY THE POLICE? 


yes no 
0 


reading books 
watching TV 
listening to radio 
at the cinema 


OO00 5-10 hours 
OOOO + over 10 


interesting 

of some 

interest 

Interest 

do not 
OO00 none 
ooog 0-4 hours 


OOOOH know 


of no 


don't know 
D 


very 


10 ARE YOU A MEMBER 
ORGANISATION? 


(] no, never 
no, but was once a member of 


editorials 
letters 

diary 

John Ball 
poems 
cartoons 

news items 
feature articles 
book reviews 


WOULD YOU BE PREPARED TO PARTICIPATE IN 
A DEMONSTRATION IF YOU KNEW IN ADVANCE 
THAT SOME WINDOWS MIGHT BE BROKEN? 


yes no don’t know 


i) O 


OOOO0O000 
OODoOooo0oo 
OnOReooOoo 


Oo 
1 yes, passive member of 
C) 


yes, active member of 
Please turn over 


21 DO YOU CONSIDER YOURSELF TO BE IN THE 
PEACE MOVEMENT? 


yes no 


O Oo 


IF YES, IS THIS PRIMARILY BECAUSE YOU FEEL 
IT IS YOUR DUTY, OR PRIMARILY BECAUSE YOU 
FIND PEACE WORK INTERESTING? 


primarily because primarily because 
of feelings of duty of interest 


don’t know 


Oo 


22 HOW MANY OF YOUR CLOSE FRIENDS ARE IN 
THE PEACE MOVEMENT AND HOW MANY ARE 
OUTSIDE THE PEACE MOVEMENT? 


about half 
and half 


Oo 


don't 
know 


most of them 
are outside 
the movement 


most of them 
are in the 
movement 


23 HAVE YOU, GENERALLY SPEAKING, A FEELING 
THAT THE PEACE MOVEMENT !S GOING FOR- 
WARDS, STANDING STILL OR GOING BACK? 


going don't know 
backwards 


0 O Ol O 


going forwards standing still 


24 APART FROM QUESTIONS OF PEACE AND WAR, 
DO YOU THINK THAT THERE IS MUCH WRONG 
WITH OUR SOCIETY OR DO YOU THINK THAT 
THINGS ARE MOSTLY ALL RIGHT? 


almost mostthings most things almost don't 


everything 
is wrong 


are wrong are all right everything know 
is all right 
O 


O O 


25 WHAT IS YOUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS RELIGION? 
PLEASE CHOOSE THE ALTERNATIVE THAT YOU 
THINK FITS YOU BEST? 


agnostic not bothered 


with religion 


atheist 


O Oo 


inactive 
christian 


humanist active other 


Oo 
if other, what? 


26 WHAT IS YOUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE 
FOLLOWING PEOPLE AND THEIR IDEAS? 


rather 
Positive 
OOOO indifferent 
rather 
OOO negative 
negative 
don't 
know 


positive 
very 


very 


Stokely Carmichael 
Allen Ginsberg 
Che Guevara 
Gandhi 


OOOO 
Oooo 
OOOO 
oOo000 


LOOKING AT YOUR COUNTRY TODAY, DO YOU 
THINK THERE SHOULD BE MORE OR LESS OF 
THE FOLLOWING? 


about as now 


less 


social stability 
humanism 
centralisation 
individualism 
respect for the law 
social conflict 
industrialisation 
social change 
social welfare 
sexual freedom 
wealth all round 
tolerance 


YOU MIGHT FEEL THAT THESE ALTERNATIVES 
DO NOT GIVE YOU SUFFICIENT SCOPE TO 
EXPRESS YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT THE FUTURE 
OF YOUR OWN SOCIETY AS YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
SEE IT. IF SO, PLEASE EXPAND YOUR IDEAS 
HERE. 


OBOOOROOOOOR more 
OOOOoOoORoooo 
DODODEOORGOd don't know 


DooooOooOooOoOoo 


| 


1 
} 


| 


j 


28 WHERE DO YOU THINK THE GREATEST THREAT 
TO WORLD PEACE COMES FROM? 


OO conflict between east and west (e.g. Russia 
and America) 
conflict between the industrialised nations of 
the northern hemisphere and the poor nations 
of the third world 
conflict between poor, underdeveloped nations 
of the third world 


other, namely 
don’t know 


WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE BEST THING FOR 
YOU PERSONALLY TO DO? 


(0 to be concerned with all matters of general 
interest 

(4 to be concerned only with matters of direct 
interest to myself 

1 only to adjust to what happens around me 

OO don’t know 


DO YOU EXPECT YOUR OWN FUTURE TO BE 
DETERMINED LARGELY BY WHAT YOU YOUR- 
SELF MAKE OF IT OR BY EXTERNAL CIRCUM- 
STANCES OVER WHICH YOU HAVE LITTLE 
CONTROL? 


(0 $#largely by what | do myself 
DJ largely by external circumstances 
(0 don’t know 


DO YOU THINK YOU HAVE TOO LITTLE, ENOUGH 
OR TOO MUCH INFLUENCE ON THE PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS OF YOUR COUNTRY? 


too little enough too much don’t know 


O 


WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING DO YOU THINK HAS 
THE MOST INFLUENCE ON YOUR COUNTRY’S 
FOREIGN POLICY? WHICH HAS THE MOST 
INFLUENCE (1), WHICH IS NEXT (2) AND SO ON. 

government 

public opinion 

military 

newspapers 

Foreign Secretary 

industry 

political parties 

foreign powers, namely 


33 NOW WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING DO YOU THINK 
SHOULD HAVE THE MOST INFLUENCE ON YOUR 
COUNTRY’S FOREIGN POLICY? 


government 

public opinion 

military 

newspapers 

Foreign Secretary 
industry 

political parties 

foreign powers, namely 
other, namely 


34 FOR WHICH PARTY WOULD YOU VOTE IF THERE 
WERE A PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION TOMOR- 
ROW? (li you are not of voting age, please answer 
as though you were.) 


Communist Party 

Conservative Party 

Liberal Party 

Labour Party 

Nationalist (e.g. Scottish or Welsh) Party 


other, namely 

would not vote because there is no suitable 
candidate 

would not vote on principle 

would spoil my ballot slip 


OO 


OO oOooo 


35 WHAT YEAR WERE YOU BORN? 


INUe eters tees eoe 


36 ARE YOU MALE OR FEMALE? 


male 


O 


37 WHAT IS YOUR FATHER’S OCCUPATION? 


38 DO YOU HAVE ANY BROTHERS OR SISTERS? 


yes, (number) ........+ 
younger than me 
O 


no yes, {number) 
older than me 
O 


39 WOULD YOU SAY THAT YOUR PARENTS AP- 
PROVE OR DISAPPROVE OF YOUR VIEWS ON 
THE WHOLE? 


approve strongly approve indifferent 
O 


disapprove don’t know 
strongly 


O O O 


disapprove 


40 WHAT IS YOUR MARITAL STATUS? 


unmarried 
with children 


O O O 


other, namely 


unmarried married 


married and 
divorced 


married 
with children 


sees reser mnoeeane — 


41 FOR HOW MANY YEARS HAVE YOU ATTENDED 
EACH OF THE FOLLOWING SCHOOLS? 


years at primary school 

years at secondary modern schoo! 
years at comprehensive schoo! 
years at grammar school} 

years at public school 

years at technical college 

years at training college 

years at university 


years at other, namely 


42 HAVE YOU TAKEN ANY EVENING COURSES OR 
CORRESPONDENCE COURSES SINCE YOU LEFT 
SCHOOL? 


no yes.one or two 


O 


yes, many 
DO 


43 WHAT !S YOUR PRESENT OCCUPATION? (Please 
describe in detail.) 


44 WHICH OF THESE CATEGORIES DOES YOUR 
HOUSEHOLD INCOME (BEFORE DEDUCTIONS) 
FALL INTO? 


£250-£500 
per year 


£500-£750 
per year 


£750-£1000 
per year 


£1500-£2000 
per year 


£2000+ 
per year 


£1000-£1500 
per year 


HOW MANY PEOPLE LIVE YOUR HOUSEHOLD? 


children 


WHICH TOWN DO YOU LIVE IN? 


WHICH COUNTRY DO YOU LIVE IN? 


DO YOU THINK PEACE NEWS IS A GOOD NAME 
FOR THIS PAPER? 


Yes 


0 
IF NOT, WHY? 


Please return completed questionnaires to 
Peace News Survey, 
5 Caledonian Road, 
London N1 


